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INSIDE: Nurses strike … 2 Bomb threat suspect arrested … 3 Book Club Corner … 5 Jackson juniors win … 6

Kindergarten students like Violet learned about seals and other marine mammals during Science Day at Mill Creek Elementary Feb. 5. See page 7 for 
the story and more photos.
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SCIENCE ROCKS!

While some may see future develop-
ment along the Mill Creek Bou-

levard corridor as a way to reinforce 
a “vibrant commercial and civic hub” 
next to Town Center, others worry 
overdevelopment might cause traffic 
problems and high-density apartments 
in the downtown core. 

A presentation about the vision 
statement for the guidelines for 
development along Mill Creek Boule-
vard turned into a discussion about 
apartments, transit and the city’s 
inevitable growth at the Feb. 4 City 
Council meeting.

The Mill Creek Blvd. Sub-Area 
Plan will be used to determine the 
city’s long-term vision for land use 
and transportation along Mill Creek 
Boulevard for the next 20 years.

Mandi Roberts, Vice President & 
Principal at Otak Consulting, the firm 
developing the study, said work is at 
about the halfway point.

A Project Advisory Committee (PAC) 
made up of  citizens and councilmem-
bers began work on the vision state-
ment in June 2019, according to the 
group’s agenda. Roberts said feedback 
about what the public wants in the area 
ranged from addressing traffic prob-
lems and adding bike lanes to public 
parks and open spaces for festivals.

Part of  the draft vision statement is 
as follows:

Serving as both a gateway to Mill 
Creek and an extension of  Town Center, 
the Mill Creek Boulevard Sub-Area will 

The $470 million Snohomish 
School District capital bond on 

the Feb. 11 ballot would replace six 
elementary schools, renovate AIM 
and Glacier Peak high schools, and 
capital upgrades to transportation 
and maintenance. The elementary 
school replacement projects would 
cost between $68 and $77 million 
each and each would be able to 
hold about 600 students. Emerson 

Elementary and the Primary 
Learning Center would be com-
bined. The school district reports 
its elementary schools are 13% 
over capacity, on average. 

The high school renovation 
projects cost $4.85 million (AIM) 
and $10.1 million (Glacier Peak). 

The bond would cost homeown-
ers $0.98 per $1,000 of  assessed 
property values, or about $50 a 

year on a $460,000 home. Taxpayers 
would pay for the bond for 20 years, 
beginning in 2021. Bonds need at 
least 60% voter approval to pass. 

Ballots need to be mailed or put 
in a ballot drop-box by 8 p.m. on 
election day. There is a drop-box 
near the Mill Creek post office 
at 159th Place SE and Mill Creek 
Boulevard. Results will be avail-
able starting at 8:15 p.m. Feb. 11.

Don’t forget to vote
$470M Snohomish School District capital bond on February ballot

City Council 
has blurry 
vision for 
boulevard
Vision statement talks 
for the Mill Creek Blvd. 
Sub-Area Plan showed 
conflicting views

by EMILY GILBERT
millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

by EMILY GILBERT
millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

see BLURRY VISION page 8  u

Twin sisters Leslie Davis 
and Lyndsay Lamb have 

been business partners for 
decades – since the womb. 
Now they are taking their 
local real estate success to a 
national audience in their new 
show, “Unsellable Houses,” on 
HGTV. The show premiered 
Tuesday, Feb. 4.

It may seem odd to think of  
a house in the Seattle area as 
unsellable since it’s a hot hous-
ing market, but some can be 
left on the market for upwards 
of  30 days. That’s when the 
sisters step in. 

“It’s unsellable for a reason 
– it hasn’t sold and were trying 
to identify why,” Lamb said. 

Usually, the houses have 

been on the 
market for 30-90 
days before the 
sisters find 
them. Davis said 
they find their 
houses on real 
estate websites, 
Craigslist, 
searching “for 
sale by owner” 
on the internet, 
or even from 
yard signs. They 
do not approach 
houses already 
listed with 
another real 
estate agent. 

“Most of  them 
think we’re joking,” Lamb said 
of  the homeowners’ response 
to being told their house might 
be featured on a reality televi-

sion show. Besides Mill Creek, 
the show features homes in 
Everett, Bothell, Lynnwood, 
Snohomish, Marysville, and 
Arlington. 

Lamb is the 
designer with the 
vision of  what 
the house could 
be. Davis handles 
the budget and 
business side of  
the project. 

JL Remodeling, 
a local company 
based in Lyn-
nwood, handles 
construction 
work. Green-
house, a home 
furnishings store 
in Bellingham, 
helps stage the 
houses.  

The sisters said 
the premise of  their show is 
to show others where to put 
money to sell their homes for 
the best price. Each project 

costs between $20,000-$40,000, 
and the sisters use their own 
money. Unlike other housing 
remodel shows where a crew 
comes in and flips the house 
or completes a total kitchen 
makeover, the sisters focus 
on smaller changes that 
will help draw a prospective 
buyer in. 

They have four weeks to 
make their changes and get 
the house back on the market. 

“The whole premise of  the 
show is realistic, tangible 
changes that everyday home-
owners can do,” Davis said. 

Sometimes, the sisters said, a 
homeowner knew they needed 
to make a change but didn’t 
know where to start. 

“I get it – it’s hard to make de-

Up next on HGTV: Mill Creek real estate agents and sisters host new show
The sisters use their own money to remodel so-called “Unsellable Houses’ in Snohomish County

Twin sisters Lyndsay Lamb’s (left) and Leslie Davis’s (right) new show 
“Unsellable Houses” premiered Feb. 4 on HGTV.

 Photo courtesy of HGTV

see UNSELLABLE page 8  u
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grammar and taste.

Published letters will include the 
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millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net
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Licensed Massage Therapist  - since 1997
206-364-4983

Give them a 15-minute Chair Massage
in your office for a great, inexpensive perk

Some Swedish nurses were told to 
stay home after their three-day 

strike ended Friday, Jan. 31.
For others, Friday morning was 

their first day back to work. Swedish 
spent $11 million to hire thousands of  
replacement workers during the strike 
and said they were hired to work for five 
days. Since the union’s strike was only 
for three days, hospital management 
said that not everyone would be needed 
to return to work after the strike was 
scheduled to end but would bring them 
back over the next few days. 

What led up to the strike
Nurses, environmental service tech-

nicians and other staff  went on strike 
at Swedish Mill Creek at 7 a.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 28 along with other union mem-
bers at all Swedish campuses. 

SEIU 1199NW is the union that rep-
resents nurses, environmental service 
technicians, and other staff  at Swedish 
hospitals. Union leaders gave Swedish 
their 10-day strike notice Jan. 17.

After the union gave notice of  their 
strike, Swedish pulled its latest offer 
back and said it would not return to the 
bargaining table until after the strike 
was over. 

One of  the sticking points between 
the union and Swedish was wages.

Hospital management’s latest offer 
had included an 11.25% pay raise over 
the duration of  the new, four-year con-
tract. The union’s proposal asked for a 
23.25% wage increase during the four-
year contract.

However, the main issue that came 
up in multiple interviews with union 
members was staffing. 

Swedish nurses strike highlights staffing, security concerns
The caregivers’ union went on 
strike for 3 days after contract 
negotiations broke down

by EMILY GILBERT
millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

The nurses’ union, SEIU 1199NW, went on strike to highlight their demands for better wages, staffing and security in contract negotiations with 
Swedish.
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Nurses and environmental service 
technicians both said that consistent 
understaffing led to concern about 
overwork and patient and staff  safety. 
Staffing and recruitment efforts were 
addressed in bargaining, but each side 
did not see eye to eye about how to solve 
the problems.

According to Swedish CEO Guy Hud-
son, the hospitals had been operating at 
an 11% vacancy rate. He said the posi-
tions had been filled with agency work-
ers during a press conference Jan. 27.

“We are currently in a very, very dif-
ficult environment [in] the Puget Sound 
in regards to just the overall workforce 

of  health care. Every organization that I 
talk with, and other CEOs around Puget 
Sound, are having the same issues with 
hiring qualified work staff  just because 
there are not a lot of  professionals out 
there to hire,” Hudson said. 

“We need quality staffing so we can 
take care of  our patients the way they 
need to be treated. We also need to take 
care of  us, as caregivers, to make sure 
we can continue working and taking 
care of  the patients. It doesn’t happen 
when we’re short-staffed,” Carissa Mas-
ching, a sonographer at Swedish Mill 
Creek, said on the first day of  the strike. 
She is also part of  the union’s bargain-
ing team.

“You need to be able to get to your pa-
tients in a timely manner. You have pa-
tients falling, or patients that need pain 
medication, or what have you, and you 
need to get to them in a timely manner,” 
Wendy Brantley, a registered nurse who 
works in the emergency room at Swed-
ish Mill Creek, said.  

She said that understaffing led to 
concern about staff  safety, too. “I found 
a loaded gun on a patient that was 
brought in,” Brantley said. “The more 
staff  there is, the safer you are.”

“I’ve had patients threaten to kill me, 
I’ve had patients hold their fists up at 
me and threatening to punch me,” Wen-
dy Powers, an emergency room nurse 
at Swedish Edmonds, said. “We had a 
patient bring in a razor blade, and they 
managed to hide it from security when 
they were searched,” she said. “We find 
an increasing need to have increased 
security presence and metal detectors 
at the door to protect our patients and 
our staff.”

Jose Alba, an emergency room nurse 

at Swedish Mill Creek, said he did not 
experience the personal safety concerns 
that other nurses had shared with the 
Beacon, but he echoed their sentiments 
about understaffing.

“I feel we are understaffed. Sometimes 
we take care of  six or seven patients at 
a time – only one nurse. Then the turn-
over has to be quick enough to get more 
patients that have been waiting in the 
waiting area for 45 minutes or almost 
two hours,” he said.

“I hope nothing bad happens to the pa-
tients in order for somebody else above 
us to wake up to say ‘Ok we need to do 
something about the staffing issues,’” 
he added.   

Issakha Diallo, an environmental ser-
vice technician at Swedish Mill Creek, 
said he felt the impacts of  understaffing 
in his department, too. Environmental 
service technicians are responsible for 
cleaning patient rooms and other facili-
ties in the hospital.

“(We are) basically running from 
room to room,” Diallo said. “It’s only 
one guy covering the whole department 
– 24 rooms – and on top of  that you have 
to go to the imaging area, and you got to 
go to the lab.” 

Diallo said he cleans the bathrooms, 
empties the garbage, takes the linen 
out, and cleans the lobby as well. He 
said his shift only overlaps with anoth-
er environmental service technician for 
two hours, so there is a short window 
of  time where two people are doing the 
work. 

Wendy Shaw works at Swedish Cherry 
Hill as a charge nurse in the emergency 
room and she said understaffing leads 

see SWEDISH STRIKE page 3  u
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Across
1. Letter abbr.
4. Rude person
8. Distinct social class
13. Tolkien beast
14. Bombeck of “At Wit’s 

End”
15. More flashier
16. “O Sole ___”
17. Auto pioneer Karl
18. Graphics machine
19. South African city
22. Yes ___ (choice 

words)
23. Kin
24. Error
28. Don’t use the Visa
33. Starch resembling 

sago
35. Tizzy
36. It’s close to the 

Rockies
43. Sir Lawrence Olivier, 

for one
44. PC monitor symbol

45. Musical performance
49. Publishers
54. ‘’Visage’’ feature
55. Bread of India
56. Texas seaport
62. Key of Ravel’s Piano 

Trio
64. River of Cairo
65. Cousin on “The 

Addams Family”
66. Skin art
67. Fabric collections
68. Corporation type
69. Very funny
70. Watch feature, 

perhaps
71. Slangy “OK”

Down
1. Cheerleader’s gear
2. Kind of reasoning, 

after “a”
3. Looks down on
4. Fashionable clothing 

store

5. Baseball’s Hershiser
6. Start for “bus” or 

“present”
7. Tease
8. Obtain
9. Sci. course
10. Suspire
11. Golf location
12. Miscalculate, 

perhaps
15. Part of the leg
20. How-___
21. Nile biter
25. Road surface
26. Notable period
27. London dessert
29. Evidence collectors
30. Fashion first name
31. Autograph, briefly
32. City map abbr.
34. “You don’t mean 

me?!”
36. Toronto media inits.
37. Palmas de ___ 

(journalist award)
38. 2012 NBA breakout 

Jeremy
39. Over the counter
40. Biol. or bot.
41. +, on an AA batt.
42. E.R. employees
46. Implant deeply
47. Duplicate
48. Ending for a toy dog
50. Prefix meaning “one”
51. With no trouble
52. Faze
53. Informant
56. Big bank
57. On top of
58. Persuaded
59. Pet that needs plenty 

of water
60. Not say directly
61. Without thinking
62. ___ loss for words
63. Cover with graffiti, 

e.g.
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Sudoku solution on page 5

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

 You are not alone–
 Help is available for you
 or someone you know.
   Services are free
   and confidential.
   425-25-ABUSE
   24-hour Hotline

COLLECT CALLS ACCEPTED

Can Happen  
to ANYONE
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Nurses, environmental service technicians, and other unions members walked out of Swedish Mill 
Creek at 7 a.m. Jan. 28 on the first day of the strike.

to concern about safe patient care and 
staff  security. She lives in Edmonds. 
She said she had experienced safety 
issues herself  and that a coworker had 
experienced sexual assault; she said the 
issues stem from understaffing. 

“The great equalizer of  everything 
that happens to us is your health. And 
it might not be of  interest to people 
right now but if  you become sick – or 
your daughter, or your mother, or best 
your friend, or your husband – and all 
of  a sudden you find yourself  in an 
emergency department with this kind 
of  chaos going on. How are you going 

to trust that care is being carried out? 
How safe do you really feel?” 

Next steps
The hospital said it would be at the 

bargaining table after the strike ended. 
“We have made it very clear, because 

we gave such a good package of  propos-
als, that if  they came to strike, all bets 
were off  the table and we would have to 
start negotiating again,” Mona Locke, 
a Swedish spokesperson, said during 
a press conference during the strike. 
When asked if  that meant the hospital 
would be starting over she replied, 
“Somewhat.”

An earlier version of  this story was 
posted on the Beacon’s website Jan. 31

u from SWEDISH STRIKE page 2

Mill Creek property tax bills in-
creased more than 10% from 2019 

to 2020. 
The 2020 average tax bill for Mill 

Creek property owners is $6,372, about 
a $610 increase from the year before, ac-
cording to a new report by the Snohom-
ish County Assessor’s Office.  

The average home value in Mill Creek 
is $584,000 in 2020.

The average home value in Snohom-
ish County is $460,500 in 2020. On 
average, property taxes rose by 10.7% 
throughout the county. 

One of  the factors of  the city’s tax 
increase was the City Council’s vote to 
increase the EMS and property tax lev-
ies by 1% each. 

Less than 20% of  Mill Creek’s prop-
erty taxes go to the city. Most of  it goes 
to the Everett School District and the 
state; combined, the two take more than 
half  of  the property tax dollars gener-
ated by the city, according to city data 
from the 2019-2020 budget.  

Although Mill Creek’s tax change was 
over 10.5%, it’s not as high as Marys-
ville – tax bills in the city increased a 
whopping 32%. The town of  Index actu-
ally saw a 5% decrease in their property 
taxes from the year before. 

According to the County Treasurer’s 
Office, it will begin mailing tax state-
ments on Valentine’s Day – Feb. 14. 

Highest tax changes in 2020
•	 Marysville:	+32%
•	 Darrington:	+18.1%
•	 Bothell:	+17.4%
•	 Granite	Falls:	+15.3%
•	 Sultan:	+14.2%

Lowest tax changes in 2020
•	 Index:	-5.4%
•	 Woodway:	+6.6%
•	 Arlington:	+7.2%
•	 Mountlake	Terrace:	+7.4%
•	 Lake	Stevens:	+7.5%

– Emily Gilbert

A 2016 Glacier Peak High School 
graduate was arrested Feb. 4 for 

the November 2019 bomb threat at the 
school, and for child pornography, and 
cyberstalking, according to the Sno-
homish County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The suspect, a 22-year-old Everett 
man named Sira Swope, was arrested 
around 10 a.m. during a traffic stop in 
the 6200 block of  Broadway. Detectives 
also had served a search warrant on the 
suspect’s residence in the 11600 block of  
51st Drive SE. 

Swope apparently used the social 
media app Snapchat to groom and ma-
nipulate young children to send him 
sexually explicit photos and videos. The 
children were in Washington and Iowa. 
He also had recently created a work 
profile on care.com, posing as a child 
caregiver. However, the Sheriff ’s Office 
said that there are no known personal 
contacts between Swope and any chil-
dren but are investigating. 

In addition to the bomb threats, Swope 
was booked into Snohomish County 
Jail for having depictions of  minors 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct, 
viewing depictions of  minors engaged 
in sexually explicit conduct, cyberstalk-
ing, and threats to bomb property. He is 
also being investigated for two counts 
of  indecent exposure to minors.

Students were evacuated from Glacier 
Peak High School Nov. 12, 2019, after an 
anonymous bomb threat was emailed to 
a staff  member. Thankfully, no explo-
sive devices were found at the time. 

This is an active investigation as 
detectives are trying to figure out how 
many children Swope contacted online. 
Tips can be sent to the Snohomish 
County Sheriff ’s office at 425-388-3845 or 
online, or 911.

– Emily Gilbert

Mill Creek  
property taxes  
rise 10% in 2020

Boston’s Pizza on Main Street is set to re-open mid-February under new 
ownership, according to signs on the storefront. A city business license was 
issued Jan. 7, 2020. The popular Town Center pizza restaurant closed suddenly 
on March 5, 2019. According to a spokesperson at the time, the restaurant 
chain’s locations in Mill Creek, Bellingham and Smokey Point all closed due to 
an expired lease agreement.

Glacier Peak  
High School  
bomb threat  
suspect arrested
Everett man arrested for 
Nov. 12 bomb threat, and 
child pornography

Boston’s Pizza to reopen mid-February
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Online Poll
This week: 
Housing demands are high already 

and are expected to grow in the next 
decade. 
This week’s question: 
Do you think the Mill Creek Boulevard 

corridor is a good place for more 
housing?
We want to know what you think:
Vote now online at www.millcreekbea-

con.com and look for the results in the 
Feb. 21 issue of The Beacon.

www.millcreekbeacon.com

Last week’s question & results:  
Many City-sponsored events happen  
in or near Town Center. Do you think 
the City focuses on Town Center too 
much for events?
• 62% Said YES • 38% Said NO

Letters & Opinion
CHUCK’SWORLD
A simple gift in  
a troubling time

Please support  
the school bond

CHUCK’S
WORLD

OURSCHOOLS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We want to know what YOU think.  

The BEACON welcomes letters to the Editor
Please send your letters to  
Mill Creek Beacon Editor,  

806 5th Street, Mukilteo, WA 98275 or email us at millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

OFFKILTER

Since the widespread implementation of  the internet, many 
of  the things that have been in our lives for 50 years or longer 

are undergoing a radical change. Television is one of  them.
I was a kid when wide-scale nationwide television became a 

reality. I recall our first TV set. It was in a massive wooden box, 
probably 4 feet high and 2 feet wide and deep with a small black 
and white 9-inch diagonal screen.

It had a “rabbit ears” antenna, which sat on 
top of  the TV. Since the antenna was inside one’s 
home, you would often have to adjust the antenna 
to get the best reception for each network – which 
depended upon where the transmission originated 
from. 

In those days, programming (or content – a key 
word as we shall see) was limited to three major 
television networks: NBC, CBS, and ABC. In those 
days, the content was -- in many cases -- developed 
by the networks themselves. So you would see 
lots of  news programs, lots of  documentaries, 
and some TV series. You would also see movies 
on these networks. In those cases, the network 
would make a deal with the movie studios (such 
as Paramount, Universal, Metro Goldwyn Mayer, 

Warner Brothers, and others) to broadcast an existing movie 
either a single time, or sometimes multiple times.

The movie studios would develop the movies with a script 
written by people who had contracts with the studio. The movies 
would then be filmed in a studio owned by the company. To this 
day, these studios are still in existence.

Over time, thousands of  individuals would write and submit 
movie scripts to the studios with the hope of  making a large one-
time sale or better still, sign a contract with the studio to write 
more than one major film. Back in those days, dirty words were 
not used in major movies, especially in films that the studio 
expected to show later on TV. 

Now, let’s jump to the very recent past (say the late 1990’s). 
Companies figured out that they could create a cable service 
– for a monthly fee. That gave many more opportunities for 
content to be developed for sale. The number of  scripts submit-
ted to movie companies and outlines for TV series multiplied 
by the thousands. We saw the rise of  independent production 
companies in the hundreds. Famous movie stars would often 
create their own production companies so they could have 
complete control of  their career path.

The future of television

OFF
KILTER

BY MICHAEL GOLD
self-described “gadfly” 
& east coast transplant, 

serial entrepreneur 
offering east/west  
coast perspectives

see GOLD page 5  u

DARNWRIGHT

“How do I love thee? Let me count the 
ways.” 

I believe love is an emotional process, which 
has many levels, and can be directed at many 
things. It also has the power to decrease one’s 
ability to reason. If  my definition is even close 
to what love is then how can one reasonably 
count the ways one loves another person?

One way for sure is if  the lovers 
are willing to take the risk to 
tell each other about their most 
personal “secret gardens.”

While working with a couple 
in a therapeutic environment, I 
kept listening to a wife’s months, 
weeks and daily successes. 
She could tell us about several 
Facebook postings; about many 
of  her family texts; about what 
was happening in our county, our 
state, our nation and about the 
international news.

After one of  the one-on-ones the 
husband and I had, I knew some 

of  the things he had accomplished over the past 
few weeks. 

In a later couples meeting, and with the hus-
band’s prior approval, I asked his partner to tell 
me about her partner’s last week’s accomplish-
ments. She was taken back by this question so 
I asked him to tell us what had happened in his 
life. He said he received a major promotion but 
because of  his new status he would be traveling 
overseas, and he was looking forward to taking 
his beloved with him to see Paris, London, 
Rome, Amsterdam, Venice, Vienna, and other 
romantic cities.

She angrily confronted her mate; “Why didn’t 
you tell me this before?” He responded “because 
you seemed to be more interested in – and your 
face was always focused on – your phone or the 
TV so you could keep up with the news. Or you 
were texting or watching Netflix.” 

With those words, the man’s wife was com-

pletely taken aback and immediately burst 
into tears. After a lot of  silent time, she noted 
how much she had let their relationship, which 
she thought she cherished, be pushed aside by 
technology.

Before the end of  our hour and a half  session, 
both individuals wanted to develop a reason-
able plan of  how they could bring back their 
marriage to those loving dating days which 
lead up to their “I do.”

I suggested a homework assignment with 
these rules: For the next two weeks, they would 
set aside four days a week to have an hour and 
a half  face-to-face conversation with each other.  
During those times, to make sure each had 
equal talking and equal listening time, they had 
to agree to the following: set a timer for three 
minutes and during those minutes one of  them 
had to talk on a “get to know me” topic. 

The other person’s role was to an ACTIVE 
listener. After the three minutes were over, 
the listener could ask any clarifying questions 
he or she wanted. Then it would be the other 
person’s turn.

Then they were to take some personal time to 
journal their thoughts about how the exercise 
worked for them and bring those thoughts to 
our next meeting. Both agreed to the assign-
ment.

After two weeks of  using this relationship de-
veloping approach, we met again and went over 
what worked for them, and what (if  anything) 
was still hindering their relationship.

Later, both partners said listening without 
talking, (“Yes, but…” “Well, you constantly 
do...” “No, that’s not what happen!”), was ex-
tremely hard to do. Yet, by really focusing and 
listening to each other they felt “connected” 
again.

Darn right the more lovers get involved in 
each other’s inner lives the more they can 
answer, as Elizabeth Barrett Browning poeti-
cally asked, “How Do I Love Thee?” 

Happy Valentine’s and relationship-building day!

How do I love thee?

DARN
WRIGHT

BY CHUCK WRIGHT
licensed mental health 

professional and 
certified traumatic 

stress specialist

Dear friends, in September 2018, Everett Public Schools 
board of  directors asked that a community committee be 

established to determine the scope and size of  a capital bond 
to be considered by district voters. This committee, consisting 
of  over 30 community members and staff, spent eight months 
investigating the needs in the district, the costs of  projects, and 
balancing the projects throughout the district at all grade levels 
while being mindful of  tax implications. They toured schools 
and dug through mounds of  data and possibilities.

The Capital Bond Planning Committee made 
their recommendation to the board of  directors in 
June 2019, and as a result, Everett Public Schools 
is placing a $317.4 million bond on the April 28, 
2020 ballot.

The 2020 capital projects bond prepares our 
students for the future by increasing safety and 
security, providing facilities and tools for STEM 
and career pathways, increasing space to learn 
and adding classrooms as well as repairing aging 
systems in our schools like HVAC, roofing, and 
flooring. You can see the entire list of  projects in-
cluded in the bond proposal by visiting everettsd.
org/bond2020, but there are a few I would like to 
highlight here, which specifically impact some of  
your local schools.

All schools will be getting new locksets and keying systems, 
which among other things, will allow teachers to lock their 
classroom doors from the inside in case of  emergency, keeping 
them from having to enter the hallway to lock their doors. All 
schools will also be receiving an upgrade to technology infra-
structure electrical systems and student information systems. 
Heatherwood and Gateway middle schools and Jackson High 
will also get an after-hours intrusion detection security system 
upgrades.

Additional space will be added to many southern schools 
including four new classrooms each at Silver Firs, Mill Creek, 
and Cedar Wood elementary schools, and two new classrooms 
at Woodside Elementary. Mill Creek and Silver Firs elementary 
schools will also be getting work done on their play sheds and 
fire alarms, and new playground equipment will be installed at 
Mill Creek Elementary. 

Jackson High School will get an upgrade to six classrooms for 

OUR
SCHOOLS

DR. IAN SALTZMAN
everett  

public schools, 
superintendent

see SALTZMAN page 5  u
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News Tips
The Beacon invites readers to share story tips and ideas. If you see or know of 
some news deserving of coverage, email Editor Emily Gilbert at millcreekeditor@
yourbeacon.net or call the newsroom at 425-347-5634, ext. 236.

CHUCK’SWORLD

I said goodbye to two old friends last week, although it was 
hardly sad, and not really goodbye anyway.

A favorite television show ended, for one thing. I watched the 
finale and appreciated the elegant closure, although I wasn’t 
sorry. The time I’d invested in this story was minimal, spread 
out over several years, half  an hour of  enjoyment at a time. 

I felt a little tug of  affection, and that was that. 
Because I can just watch the whole series again, of  course. 

Like Billy Pilgrim in Kurt Vonnegut’s “Slaughterhouse-Five,” 
we’re all unstuck in time when it comes to TV. We can just 
rewind and relive moments, anytime we want, like a favorite 
paperback novel but without the salsa stains.

The second goodbye was odd, and oddly more 
sentimental. 

“The West Wing” was one of  the most popular 
shows in the early part of  this century, ending in 
2006, having won a slew of  Emmys for its creators 
and actors. I watched it from the beginning, the 
quality obvious and the concept irresistible to a 
civics geek. 

Aaron Sorkin’s idea about a show set backstage 
at the White House, focusing on staff  members 
who do the grunt work of  democracy, ended up 
becoming the sum of  its parts. The ensemble cast 
produced seven years of  an alternate timeline in 
which people cared about self-governance and did 

their best, often failing or at least flailing, but always with good 
intentions.

This feels like a fairy tale today, and it did from the start. “The 
West Wing” was an idealized version of  duty, and it was populated 
with intelligent, passionate, reasonable people. Any resemblance to 
actual people, living or deceased, was obviously purely coinciden-
tal.

But actual people loved it, people with all sorts of  political ideolo-
gies. It didn’t reflect reality as much as possibility, and then there 
was just excellent writing and acting. I watched all seven seasons 
as they aired, and I’ve rewatched it many times over the years.

Four years ago, though, a funny thing happened. Hrishikesh 
Hirway, an artist and musician who created the popular music 
podcast “Song Exploder,” is also a big fan of  “The West Wing,” and 
he had a connection. 

Being friends with actor Joshua Malina (both went to Yale, 
for one thing), who was a cast member on the show’s final four 
seasons, Hirway pitched a podcast idea.

Just as the 2016 election began to heat up and get interesting (and 
disturbing), Hirway and Malina began the podcast “The West Wing 
Weekly,” a retrospective look at the series, one episode per week. 

With the original show easily accessible on streaming platforms, 
they offered fans a chance to revisit, rewatch, and join the conver-
sation.

Podcasting is an old idea dressed up in modern technology. Most 
podcasts are in a format easily recognizable to anyone who’s ever 
listened to public radio, mostly interviews and discussions focused 
on niche topics, something for everyone. 

There are thousands of  these now, most barely known, a few big 
hits. 

And “The West Wing Weekly” was a hit right out of  the gate, a 
result of  the quality of  the original show and the podcast hosts, but 
also because of  the timing. If  it wasn’t an antidote to the ugliness 
of  American politics over the past four years, it was often an 
escape, a chance to daydream a bit before turning back to reality.

The podcast covered all original 155 episodes, plus a few bonus 
shows. Malina’s participation allowed access to other actors and 
creators from the series, and we ended up hearing from most of  
our favorites. 

Last week, then, I listened to the final episode, wrapping up both 
the podcast and the series, and it was a little wistful. Again, there 
was nothing final about it; I can always watch the show and listen 
to the podcast again, if  I wish. 

I just noted the conclusion, appreciated it, and thought about it as 
I listened in the car, slowly making my way through rush-hour traf-
fic to Benaroya Hall to hear Thomas Hampson sing about America.

It was just a coincidence. Hampson is a 64-year-old classical 
singer from the Tri-Cities, one of  the world’s premiere baritones, a 
familiar voice in my household. We scored some inexpensive seats 
and looked forward to the evening, if  unprepared for what would 
happen.

Hampson is passionate about American music, and he took us on 
a trip through history, from tavern songs to Stephen Foster, varia-
tions on our national anthem, and campaign ditties from ancient 
battles.

It was a master class in our cultural history, and as he began 
to sing the Copland version of  “Simple Gifts,” he stopped and 
laughed. “You all know this!” he said, and so we did. We joined in, 
and then stood and all sang “America the Beautiful.”

We all knew what was going on. The Senate had voted that very 
day to disallow witnesses in the impeachment trial, and questions 
were hanging in the air. 

There was a rueful quality at times to Hampson’s performance, 
acknowledging the mess we’re in, and it was still remarkable.

We are more alike than different, he said, and sang, and the audi-
ence sang it too. We sang with full voices, if  heavy hearts, lyrics 
grasped from the recesses and remembered. 

Like “The West Wing,” it was an idealized version of  America 
and Americans, sentimental and unrealistic, and at the moment it 
seemed to be just what we needed to hear.

A simple gift in  
a troubling time

CHUCK’S
WORLD

CHUCK SIGARS
chucksigars@yahoo.com

DARNWRIGHT

With the rise of  the internet, 
such as Google and YouTube, 
anyone could create and post 
their own original content for 
viewing. Frankly, near 100% 
of  the postings are very poorly 
constructed. Little substantial 
plot lines, poor character devel-
opment, and sometimes none 
of  that at all. (If  you want to see 
a video of  someone brushing 
their teeth, picking their nose 
and/or doing just about any dis-
gusting thing you can imagine 
– just tune in YouTube.) In fact, 
today over 500 hours of  video 
are uploaded to YouTube every 
minute.

So, what to do? Well, in our 
entrepreneurial society, that is 
an opportunity. Hence we have 
streaming services created basi-
cally by Netflix. Netflix invented 
the genre. They made “deals” to 

broadcast content on the Inter-
net. 

Well, guess what? All the 
larger owners/creators of  
content (think Disney), or just 
about anyone else interested in 
this market (think Amazon), are 
now entering the distribution 
streaming service business. 
Netflix is realizing that content 
owners are choosing not to re-
new with the original streaming 
service. Each company thinks 
they can capture a significant 
percentage of  this multi-billion-
dollar business. 

For those companies who do 
not have an extensive library of  
content, they have started their 
own studios – often in the very 
movie studios that were owned 
by the former giant independent 
studios listed above. So, Netflix 
and Amazon are now developing 
billions of  dollars of  content ev-
ery year. Disney has just started 
a streaming service, and on and 

on it goes.
Many of  my friends have can-

celled their cable service. For 
the public airwaves network TV 
stations, they have gone back 
to an in-house antenna. For a 
TV series or movie content, 
they subscribe to one or more 
relatively inexpensive stream-
ing services. Most of  them are 
around $10/month or so.

Here’s what I predict. Many 
streaming services will go 
broke. The revenue will not 
match the cost of  either licens-
ing or producing their own con-
tent. In addition, you will see the 
rise of  independent production/
streaming services that will de-
velop a “cult” following. Making 
inexpensive films with cheap 
hand held cameras and no-name 
stars (think the Blair Witch Proj-
ect). If  we follow this path, we 
will eventually see a movie on a 
streaming service called “How I 
came to love picking my nose.”

both science and the information 
and communication technology 
career pathway program. It will 
also get an HVAC upgrade.

This bond does not include a 
new high school. After weigh-
ing all of  the needs throughout 
the district, the Capital Bond 
Planning Committee felt the 
recent high school boundary 
change, enacted by the board 
for fall of  2020, relieves pres-
sure for the time being by mov-
ing some enrollment from the 
south end of  the district to the 
north end. It was decided the 
best course of  action would be 
to use this time and money to 
upgrade existing schools while 
creating additional classrooms, 
to improve the learning spaces 
and safety for all students. This 
bond does include modernizing 
three elementary schools whose 
70+	 year	 infrastructures	 need	
addressing.

Approval of  the $317.4 million 

bond in April will result in a 
decrease in your school district 
tax rate. The current tax rate for 
Everett Public Schools is $4.87 
per $1,000 of  assessed valuation. 
If  approved in April, the new 
rate would decrease to $4.78 per 
$1,000 assessed valuation.

There is much more infor-
mation available to you at 
everettsd.org/bond2020. I also 
encourage you to attend one of  

our community forums where 
we will be sharing information 
and answering questions about 
the bond. 

•	 Thursday,	 February	 13:  
6 – 7 p.m., Everett High School

•	 Tuesday,	February	25:  6 – 7 
p.m., Jackson High School

Thank you for the support 
you provide our students and 
don’t forget to vote on April 28, 
2020.

u from SALTZMAN page 4

u from GOLD page 4

Stepping Out

This month’s Book Club 
Corner features the BYOB 

Book Club, sponsored by the 
Mill Creek Library.  Its meetings 
are held at 6:45 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of  the month in the 
Library.

The unique 
quality of  this 
book club can 
be found in its 
name.  

“Bring Your 
Own Book” 
(“BYOB”) means 
just that – make 
your own choice 
of  book, bring 
it and discuss it 
with the group 
at the monthly 
meeting.  (Of  

course, time is limited for your 
discussion because every mem-
ber has their own book to talk 
about.)  

The benefit of  this method is 
that members are exposed to 
books and genres which they 
would not otherwise seek out.  

The Mill Creek Library nor-
mally has the book choices made 
by the members available, either 
on-site or through the Sno-Isle 
network. Jennifer Kierans, the 
Book Club Coordinator for the 
Library, maintains a compila-

BOOKCLUBCORNER

BOOK CLUB
CORNER

BY MARGE RHODES
marjorierhodes4@gmail.com

1st Wednesday is BYOB (bring your own book)

Linda Carlson, Selma Bonham, Sierra Bonham, Karl Lunt, Linda Lunt, Michael 
Sullivan and Rory DeSoto attend this unique book club.

 Photo courtesy of Maege Rhodes

tion of  the books read by the 
members.   

Selma Bonham of  Mill Lane 
started this club as a “regular” 
book club (everyone reading 
the same book), but it somehow 
evolved to BYOB style. The re-
sulting format has been satisfy-
ing to all who attend.  

Last year, the club celebrated 
its 10th anniversary at a gather-
ing in the University Book Store, 
attended by John and Karen 

Lovick, and featuring good food 
and conversation.  

The most important feature 
of  this book club, according to 
the members, is friendship and 
sharing with like-minded people 
who are passionate about what 
they read.

If  you would like to see what 
the BYOB Book Club is all 
about, feel free to join them with 
your book choice in hand and be 
prepared to talk about it!
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Athlete of the Week
Congratulations to Jackson High 
School Athlete of the Week, Bowler, 
Meadow Hart. Meadow, a senior, 
bowls Anchor for the Timberwolves, 
and helped hand Cascade their first 
loss of the season in their last season 

match, January 23. The Jackson Girls Bowling finished their 
regular season as Co-League Champions with Cascade 
with a record of 13-1 overall, and 12-1 league! Meadow 
bowled varsity at Cascade as a freshman, and has been a 
varsity bowler at JHS for the past three seasons helping 
Jackson to qualify for Districts on Monday, January 27, 
2020. Meadow’s season highs have been 214 against Mount 
Vernon and 203 against Everett High. Great Job!

Meadow Hart
Girls Bowling

Proudly Sponsored by

Mill Creek, WA 98012

16030 Bothell Everett HWY #250

www.millcreekkidsdentistry.com
425-338-9773425-338-9773

Science Day at Mill Creek Elementary  
brought hands-on learning to the classroom

Kindergarten students learned about seals and other marine mammals during an 
activity with the Seattle Aquarium.

Glacier Peak rallies to beat Mariner
Grizzlies overcome 15-point 
deficit in key Wesco clash 

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

Glacier Peak faced its biggest test of  
the season.

Down by 15 points in the third 
quarter against Mariner, the Grizzlies 
staged an epic comeback to pull out 
a thrilling 55-49 victory in a battle 
between the Wesco 4A’s top two boys 
basketball teams Monday, Jan. 27, at 
Glacier Peak High School.

The Grizzlies (12-0 in the league, 18-0 
overall) kept their cool after coach 
Brian Hunter called a timeout when 
the Marauders 10-2, 15-3) extended 
their 24-18 first-quarter lead to 36-21 
with just under four minutes left in the 
third quarter.

“I really feel like the guys just kind 
of  stuck together,” Hunter said. “We 
talked about it in a timeout. We just 
needed to make one play at a time and 
you can’t get this whole thing back at 
once. It’s going to take some time.”

“But if  you can string some posses-
sions together … we wanted to see 
what would happen.”

By the end of  the third period, 
Glacier Peak cut the deficit to 11 points 
– 38-29. The Grizzlies kept chipping 
away at the start of  the fourth quarter. 
Mariner still held a 45-38 lead midway 
through the period when Glacier Peak 
used a 10-2 run that was capped by a 
3-pointer by sophomore Bobby Siebers 
to seize a 48-47 lead with 1:34 left in the 
contest.

Junior Tucker Molina found his 
teammate for the go-ahead basket.

“I trusted him. I trust all my team-
mates to shoot whenever they’re open,” 
said Molina, who led the Grizzlies with 
23 points. “It was pretty big. It put us 
up. It probably won the game.”

Siebers was expecting the ball.
“They were doubling everything,” 

he said. “So when I was open, I called 
Tucker’s name. He just kicked it out. I 
believed in my shot and it went in.”

The Marauders turned the ball over 
on their next two offensive possessions 
and the Grizzlies made five of  eight 
free throws in the final 37.7 seconds to 
seal the victory. Glacier Peak outscored 
Mariner 26-11 in the fourth quarter.

Hunter said that he was glad to 

have a close game like Monday’s in 
preparation for the postseason. The 
Grizzlies have won all but two of  their 
18 games by double digits and some of  
the margins of  victories have been 20 
or more points.

“We need games like this,” Hunter 
said. “We need to be put in adverse 
situations to see what happens. You 
can practice things all you want. But 
that environment is a different deal for 
everyone. So it’s hopefully something 
we can use later on because the games 
from here on out are all tough. … It’s 
definitely something we’ll fall back on 
and use as the season progresses.”

For much of  the game, the Maraud-
ers had the advantage and the lead. 
Mariner held Glacier Peak to a 
season-low 18 points in the first half  
while putting up 24. A 12-3 run enabled 
the Marauders to take the 36-21 lead 
midway through the third quarter.

Mariner coach Tevin Dillon said he 
knew the game wasn’t over and that 
Glacier Peak would try to battle back.

“This is a team that doesn’t go away,” 
he said. “I’ve seen it for years. I’ve seen 
them play against other teams. They 
don’t just go away.”

Glacier Peak senior Brayden Quant-
rille finished with 16 points. Senior 
Tony MacArthur led the Marauders 
with 11 points and Henry Avra added 
10.

The two teams will face each other in 
the regular-season finale Tuesday, Feb. 
11, at Mariner High School.

“Games are long, and we pride 
ourselves on playing until the very 
end,” Hunter said. “I think tonight was 
a situation where the guys learned that 
they can do that.”

Jackson’s Amanda Rasoumoff  made 
quick work of  her opponent in 

145-pound finals at the Lady Knights 
Invitational.

Rasoumoff  pinned Yelm’s Dasha 
Burnett in 1 minutes, 35 seconds to win 
her second tournament title of  the sea-
son Saturday, Jan. 25, at Mariner High 
School.

The Wolfpack standout took the Lady 
Everett Classic crown in December. 
Rasoumoff  opened the Lady Knights 
Invite with back-to-back pins before 
facing off  against Meridian’s Tenley 
Swope in a back-and-forth semifinal 
match. 

The two ended up tied in regulation 
and headed to overtime where Rasou-
moff  pulled out a 7-5 victory to advance 
to the finals. 

“My semifinal match was the match 
I was waiting for the whole time,” the 
Jackson junior said. “I practice really 
hard with my teammates. In overtime, 
we know that every second is a clean 
slate. It’s not over until it’s over.”

In a match earlier this season, Swope 
beat Rasoumoff  by 2 points in overtime.

“So this time, I had to come back,” 
Rasoumoff  said. “I had to get that win.” 

Teammate Maggie Telford, a two-time 
state participant, took fifth place at 120. 

Rasoumoff  currently is ranked No. 
9 in her weight class, according to the 
online Washington Wrestling Report, 
which ranks wrestlers statewide. 

“It’s been a great season. I’m feeling 
really good,” Rasoumoff  said. “I’m just 
improving every day to get to state. 
That’s my goal – to place at state.” 

Rasoumoff  advanced to state as 
a sophomore and won her first two 
matches, including one by pin, in the 
140 division. 

The Jackson girls wrestling team has 
seen a resurgence in popularity after 
struggling with numbers. The roster 
had 10 members at the start of  the sea-
son, including six freshmen. 

“We all support each other and make 
it a fun place to learn and grow,” Ra-
soumoff  said. “I think that really helps 
everybody not only improve but want 
to stay with wrestling. We’re hoping to 
grow it even more next year.” 

 Beacon photo by David Pan

Jackson’s Amanda Rasoumoff won the 
145-pound title at the Lady Knights Invitational. 

Jackson junior wins  
Lady Knights crown 

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

Knights splash Timberwolves 

Kamiak’s talent up top and its depth 
were too much for Jackson to over-

come.
The Knights won eight of  12 events, 

including all three relays, to prevail 
110-76 in a Wesco South boys swimming 
and diving dual meet Thursday, Jan. 30, 
at Kamiak High School.

The victory clinched a third straight 
league title for the Knights (9-0 in the 
league, 12-0 overall).

Jackson coach Drew Whorley saw 
solid performances from the Wolfpack’s 
top individuals.

“I thought that we swam really well,” 
he said. “We were excited to come in 
and to know that every kid was going 
to have somebody to compete against. 
That isn’t always the case. (Kamiak) 
is just an incredibly deep team and 
they’re also fast up top.”

Jackson senior Justin Limberg, the 4A 
runner-up in the 100-yard breaststroke, 
finished first in the 200 individual med-
ley (1:54.56) and the 100 breaststroke 

(57.75), posting state cuts and finish-
ing ahead of  Kamiak’s Vlad Gilszmer 
in both events. Gilszmer achieved a 
milestone with his state cut in the 100 
breaststroke. The Kamiak junior has 
qualified for state in all 11 events – eight 
individual and three relays. Gilszmer is 
the defending 500 freestyle champion.

Limberg’s performance in the 200 in-
dividual was especially fast.

“That 200 IM simply was the best 
thing he’s done in-season, and the 
100 breaststroke was right where he’s 
been,” Whorley said. “He’s working re-
ally hard. I know he’s physically beat up 
with just the type of  training he’s doing 
…Right now he’s just gutting it out and 
that’s the thing that I’m the proudest 
of.”

Jackson sophomore Jensen Elsemore 
won the 100 freestyle in a state time of  
48.89 and sophomore Alex Georgiev  
won the 100 butterfly in 53.93, just .03 
seconds off  a state cut.

“Our (top) guys did a terrific job lead-
ing today,” Whorley said. “They just 
showed a lot of  heart and a lot of  spirit. 
… I thought we competed really well.”

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

Wolfpack falls 
to Bearcats

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

Jackson battled to the final whistle, 
but Monroe came out on top in a 

close Wesco 4A boys wrestling clash.
The Bearcats won nine of  14 matches, 

including two by forfeit, to defeat the 
Timberwolves 48-29 Thursday, Jan. 23, 
at Jackson High School.

“We knew it was going to be close,” 
Wolfpack coach Matt McClinchy said. 
“On paper, I had us winning seven and 
them winning seven … We gave up two 
forfeits. We were in a bit of  a hole. It 
looked like we were going to be able to 
battle back. It didn’t quite happen.”

Senior Cris Wilson recorded one of  
two Jackson’s pins over Michael Buck-
ley in the first round of  a 138-pound 
bout.

“He was in danger early on in the 
match,” McClinchy said. “He got tossed 
to his back right out of  the gate. He was 

in trouble right there. He battled back 
and got the pin. That was a big-time 
highlight, to battle back from adversity.

“He’s having a great season, especially 
these past couple of  weeks.”

Freshman David Fairwell won by a 
first-round fall over Tomas Bustamente 
at 106. Jackson senior Charles Immen-
dorf  pulled out a 16-0 technical fall 
over Jonathan Littrell at 152. The most 
exciting match might have been at 170, 
where Monroe’s Sheldon George edged 
Jackson senior Xavier Wilkening-Joly 
6-4 in overtime.

“All of  our seniors are wrestling 
pretty well,” McClinchy said.

The 4A Sub-Regional meet is sched-
uled Feb. 7-8 at Monroe High School.

Jackson’s Xavier Wilkening-Joly lost a 6-4 
decision in overtime to Monroe’s Sheldon 
George Jan. 23 at Jackson High School. 

 Beacon photo by David Pan

 Beacon photo by David Pan

Glacier Peak’s Tucker Molina drives to the 
basket against Mariner. 



February 7, 2020 www.millcreekbeacon.com Mill Creek Beacon - 7Community Schools

PLACE AN AD
Call, Fax or E-Mail

425-347-5634
fax: 425-347-6077

classifieds@yourbeacon.net

DEADLINES
New Ads: Friday at 4 p.m.,

earlier deadlines during  holidays

Classified Dept. Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 1 - 5 p.m.

RATES
All Classifieds

$10 / 15 words 

(30¢ ea. add. word)

ADD GRAPHICS
TO YOUR AD 

         $5 / WEEK
For full color 

graphics

Classifieds

This newspaper participates in a statewide classified ad program sponsored by the Washington Newspaper Publishers Association, a statewide association of weekly newspapers. The program allows classified advertisers to submit ads for pub-
lication in participating weeklies throughout the state in compliance with the following rules. You may submit an ad for the statewide program through this newspaper or in person to the WNPA office. The rate is $195 for up to 25 words, plus $8 
per word over 25 words. WNPA reserves the right to edit all ad copy submitted and to refuse to accept any ad submitted for the statewide program. Individual newspapers retain discretion to refuse to run any particular ad accepted by WNPA for 
the statewide program. WNPA, therefore, does not guarantee that every ad will be run in every newspaper. WNPA will, on request, for a fee of $25, provide information on which newspapers run a particular ad within a 30 day period. Substantive 
typographical errors (wrong address, telephone number, name or price) will result in a "make good", in which a corrected ad will be run the following week. WNPA incurs no other liability for errors in publication.

G & B Painting & Cleaning LLC.  
Residential & commercial.Interior 
& exterior.  Mill work, drywall 
repair, texture.  Pressure wash-
ing, restoration & staining decks 
and fences.  Wallpaper removal.  
10% senior discount.  425-377-4018 
and 425-322-9333.  GBPNTBP874BS

Attention
Service Providers

Call 425-347-5634
 to place an ad 

EXTRA NEWSPAPERS

Do you need newspapers?
Maybe you have a school 
project or need packing material.
Beacon Publishing is selling past 
issues for $5/bundle.  Interested?  
Stop by our office at 806 5th St., 

Mukilteo or call 425-347-5634

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOLUTIONS

Are cocaine, drugs or alcohol 
a problem in your life? 
Cocaine Anonymous can help.  
www.caofwa.org. 425-244-1150.

Al-anon and Alateen is a support 
group for friends and families 
of  alcoholics. For a list of  local 
meetings fo to www.dist23.org or 
call 425-348-7828.

PAINTINGHOUSEWARES

MERCHANDISE

Retro Carver stereo receiver 
with a pair of  silver Amazing 
branded speakers. Good 
condition. Asking $600. Call for 
details 206-364-4983.

ELECTRONICS

MERCHANDISE

You can now place 
your Classified ad 

ONLINE!! Go to 

millcreekbeacon.com

SERVICES

Professional Organizer - New 
Year Special! Four hours of  Home 
Organization Services for $160. 
Seattleprofessionalorganizer.com 
/ 858-207-7827

PROFESSIONAL

Mikasa Crystal Wine Glasses, 
9 total. $50 OBO.
Mikasa Crystal Champagne 
Glasses, 7 total. $35 OBO.
Email jchittim@hotmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOLUTIONS

SERVICES
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Athlete of the Week
Taylor, a senior, has been a member 
of the Grizzly Swim and Dive team 
for all four years of high school and 
serves as a team captain this season.  
His primary events include the 2oo 

individual medley, 100 backstroke and the medley 
relay, placing 8th in the 200 IM at last year’s District 
Meet.  Taylor also participated in football all four years, 
plays club baseball and is a member of National Honor 
Society and Above the Line Club at school.  He maintains 
a 3.64 GPA and plans on attending Washington State 
University in the fall with plans to become a History 
Teacher.  Congratulations Taylor.

Taylor Erickson
Boys Swim & Dive

Dr. Lamba, Dr. Paul and Family

Athlete of the Week
Our athlete of the week is 
Kainoa Evans. He’s been on 
our team for four years and 
served as team captain for 
the last two years. He will be 

headed to districts in 100 backstroke and 
the 100 butterfly, 200 Medley Relay and 200 
free Relay, Kainoa is also an exceptional 
student where he holds a 3.96 GPA.

Kainoa Evans
Boys SwimmingAR
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Shawn O’Donnell’s proudly recognizes Archbishop Murphy Athletes

Serving fine food and good times since 1990

www.shawnodonnells.com

122 128th ST SE | Everett, WA 98208

(425) 338-5700

Mill Creek Elemen-
tary’s annual 

Science Day made kids 
gasp in surprise during 
a rocket blast-off, smile 
in awe of  a Pacific tree 
frog, and examine an 
orca tooth and other 
marine mammals in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Feb. 5’s all-day spot-
light on science was 
organized and funded by 
the school’s Parent and 
Teacher Association; it’s 
their biggest event of  
the year. 

There were 28 present-
ers who came, live ani-
mals and teaching props 
in tow, to lead students 
in grade-specific lessons. 
Presentation topics cor-
responded to what each 
grade was learning in 
science during the year. 

For example, staff  from 
the Seattle Aquarium 
taught kindergartners 
about orcas, sea lions, 
and otters, and fourth-
graders built their own 
rockets after learning a 
dog was the first living 
being in space. Among 
others, presenters 
included the Museum of  
Flight, City of  Everett, 
Pacific Science Center, 21 
Acres Farm.

Can you see 
the Pacific tree 
frog? Local 
organizations 
presented topics 
ranging from live 
animals to rocket 
science to the 
students of Mill 
Creek Elementary 
for Science Day.

Orcas, frogs, rockets – oh my!
Science Day at Mill Creek Elementary  
brought hands-on learning to the classroom

Above, kindergarten students examined an orca tooth during Science Day at Mill 
Creek Elementary School, Wednesday, Feb.5. Below, First-graders learned about 
the life cycles of amphibians like frogs and salamanders.

Kindergarten students learned about seals and other marine mammals during an 
activity with the Seattle Aquarium.

Beacon photos 
by Emily Gilbert

Jackson’s Amanda Rasoumoff  made 
quick work of  her opponent in 

145-pound finals at the Lady Knights 
Invitational.

Rasoumoff  pinned Yelm’s Dasha 
Burnett in 1 minutes, 35 seconds to win 
her second tournament title of  the sea-
son Saturday, Jan. 25, at Mariner High 
School.

The Wolfpack standout took the Lady 
Everett Classic crown in December. 
Rasoumoff  opened the Lady Knights 
Invite with back-to-back pins before 
facing off  against Meridian’s Tenley 
Swope in a back-and-forth semifinal 
match. 

The two ended up tied in regulation 
and headed to overtime where Rasou-
moff  pulled out a 7-5 victory to advance 
to the finals. 

“My semifinal match was the match 
I was waiting for the whole time,” the 
Jackson junior said. “I practice really 
hard with my teammates. In overtime, 
we know that every second is a clean 
slate. It’s not over until it’s over.”

In a match earlier this season, Swope 
beat Rasoumoff  by 2 points in overtime.

“So this time, I had to come back,” 
Rasoumoff  said. “I had to get that win.” 

Teammate Maggie Telford, a two-time 
state participant, took fifth place at 120. 

Rasoumoff  currently is ranked No. 
9 in her weight class, according to the 
online Washington Wrestling Report, 
which ranks wrestlers statewide. 

“It’s been a great season. I’m feeling 
really good,” Rasoumoff  said. “I’m just 
improving every day to get to state. 
That’s my goal – to place at state.” 

Rasoumoff  advanced to state as 
a sophomore and won her first two 
matches, including one by pin, in the 
140 division. 

The Jackson girls wrestling team has 
seen a resurgence in popularity after 
struggling with numbers. The roster 
had 10 members at the start of  the sea-
son, including six freshmen. 

“We all support each other and make 
it a fun place to learn and grow,” Ra-
soumoff  said. “I think that really helps 
everybody not only improve but want 
to stay with wrestling. We’re hoping to 
grow it even more next year.” 

 Beacon photo by David Pan

Jackson’s Amanda Rasoumoff won the 
145-pound title at the Lady Knights Invitational. 

Jackson junior wins  
Lady Knights crown 

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

in trouble right there. He battled back 
and got the pin. That was a big-time 
highlight, to battle back from adversity.

“He’s having a great season, especially 
these past couple of  weeks.”

Freshman David Fairwell won by a 
first-round fall over Tomas Bustamente 
at 106. Jackson senior Charles Immen-
dorf  pulled out a 16-0 technical fall 
over Jonathan Littrell at 152. The most 
exciting match might have been at 170, 
where Monroe’s Sheldon George edged 
Jackson senior Xavier Wilkening-Joly 
6-4 in overtime.

“All of  our seniors are wrestling 
pretty well,” McClinchy said.

The 4A Sub-Regional meet is sched-
uled Feb. 7-8 at Monroe High School.
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Place a Display Ad in our 

“At Your Service” 

Directory 

for only $30.00/ wk.     
Call 425-347-5634

Deadline is Wednesday at 4 pm
Minimum 8 weeks

A BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
CONSUMER DIRECTORYAt Your ServiceAt Your Service

Cleaning Painting Tree Service
CLEAN & SIMPLE

C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E

* All equipment & supplies 
 provided
* Licensed & insured
* References provided
* Affordable

(425) 673-4733
www.cleanandsimplecleaning.com

Call StacieCall Stacie

CLEAN & SIMPLE

Notice to Readers: The Beacon publishes service advertisements from licensed and non-licensed businesses and individuals. You are encouraged, for you protection, to ask to see their business license before hiring. Washington State Construction Contractor Law, RCW 18.27, requires that all advertisement for construction 
related services include the contractors current Department of Labor and Industries (LNI) contractor registration number as well as the registration name of the firm as registered with LNI contractor registration section. Failure to obtain a certificate of registration from LNI or show the contractor registration number in all 
advertising may result in a fine or penalty.  For more information, call LNI Specialty Compliance Services division at 800-647-0982 or check the LNI website at www.lni.wa.gov.

LUMBERJACKS TREE SERVICE

Les Edwards | 425-345-8733

Certifi ed Arborist Available

www.lumberjackstreeservicenw.com
Licensed | Bonded | Insured

Storm Work
Emergency Service
Pruning & Removals

Stump Grinding

(425) 398-9081
www.mollymaid.com

“A Clean You Can Trust”

Kevin J Holst Painting LLC
Painting, wallpaper removal

Dry wall repairs, and power washing
For 1 room or all, call

515 203 6296
Over 20 Years Experience

Excellent References

Lic. #KEVINJH801DF UBD 604402159

redevelop and change over time, extend-
ing the character and identity of  the 
Town Center south. The subarea will 
continue to function as a vibrant com-
mercial and civic hub, with the addition 
of  enhanced pedestrian infrastructure 

and compatible residential use to further 
support local businesses. The new resi-
dential buildings will be similar in scale 
and design to the multifamily buildings 
in and surrounding Town Center. Pub-
lic use of  the subarea will be enhanced 
and expanded through a combination 
of  improvements to open space areas, 
the North Creek Trail corridor, public 
streets, City Hall campus and other pub-
lic sites, and creation of  a public com-
mons plaza area for community use and 
special events.

 Gina Hortillosa, Public Works direc-
tor, told councilmembers that imple-
mentation of  the plan’s vision could 
mean changes to land use and the city’s 
zoning code.

Councilmember Brian Holtzclaw said 
he was concerned about housing needs 
for the city.

“I’m willing to bet a lot of  money that 
we’re going to be put into a situation 
where our capacity is not enough to ac-
commodate the growth that’s going to 
be allocated to us,” he said.

“I understand the aversion to multi-
family development, but at the same 
time, we have the obligation to plan for 
it … I think this is an area where we at 
least need to look at how we can accom-
modate some growth.”

Other councilmembers were hesitant 
about adding housing to the transit cor-
ridor.

“Some residential, I think, would be 

acceptable. I think the problem that 
we’ve run into many years is that ‘some 
residential’ is a slang term for ‘massive 
amounts of  apartments,’” Councilmem-
ber Vince Cavaleri said.

Roberts explained that housing in the 
corridor could be more than just apart-
ments.

“What we’re seeing now with the 
affordability sectors is that teachers, 
police officers – people that are in our 
workforces – they’re having a hard time 
purchasing affordable housing, and 
that can be 80 to 100% of  the market of  
the value of  the area’s median income 
values,” Roberts said.

“We don’t necessarily have to talk 
about low-income apartment housing, 
but are there some types that could be 
introduced in this area that could help 
the community overall,” she said.

She said that high-end condominiums 
could be another housing option after 
looking at the area’s demographics, or 
a mixed-use development with commer-
cial space on the bottom of  the build-
ings and residential on top.

“We need to make sure we’re not los-
ing our businesses when we’re making 
this strategy,” Councilmember Stepha-
nie Vignal said. Vignal said she wanted 
more information before making a deci-
sion about what to do with space; other 
councilmembers agreed.

Tom Rodgers, Mill Creek Planning 
Manager, said the PAC’s information 

was online, and offered to print it. 
Cavaleri said he wasn’t sure mixed-

use in the corridor would fit with Town 
Center.

“One of  the things I’m really worried 
about is that a potential build-out in 
that area could potentially cannibalize 
the very area of  Town Center we were 
set out to enhance.”

Mayor Pam Pruitt stressed the boule-
vard’s impact on traffic into Town Cen-
ter and was concerned about the transit 
impacts of  the potential development.

“We need to continue to use Mill 
Creek Boulevard as a feeder to Town 
Center and for those people who want 
to bypass the (SR) 527-164th hellhole,” 
she said. She said she supported bike 
lanes, and reminded councilmembers 
that the developer at The Farm, a major 
housing development, said there would 
be a green space for festivals. Pruitt 
questioned if  there needed to be a simi-
lar space in the corridor.

Councilmember Mark Bond reminded 
the council that their decisions had fu-
ture implications. “I’m of  the opinion 
that if  we don’t do something in terms 
of  land use or our codes, we will – 20 
years from now – have the same build-
ings right along Mill Creek Boulevard 
– people racing through here and not 
slowing down and shopping. They’re 
just cutting through, and it’ll be 20 
years older and 20 years sadder.”

As for the actual vision statement it-
self, Councilmember John Steckler was 
not impressed. “I thought this (meeting) 
was to talk about the vision statement 
and check-in that we’re in line. I was 
actually pretty disappointed by it,” he 
said. “It didn’t seem like a vision state-
ment that was an aspiration for the Mill 
Creek Boulevard.”

Councilmember Mike Todd said that 
the city needed to plan for growth even 
if  it didn’t want it. “Many people in our 
community would love to say, ‘Put up the 
walls and we’re done. No more growth.’ 

“While nobody has said, ‘I really want 
more apartments in Mill Creek,’ people 
have said, ‘I want to preserve the single-
family residential areas the way they 
are,’ and therefore if  you have to take 
some more people, we have to put the 
high density near transit.”

He also asked for a time for the coun-
cil to meet to study how cities accom-
modate growth. In the end, no official 
action was taken, and Roberts said she 
would come back with an edited vision 
statement.

cisions. When you go into a paint store 
there are hundreds of  choices,” Lamb 
said. “So when we tell them ‘We make all 
the decisions and you don’t make any’ – 
that’s almost the best news for them.”

The sisters first started working 
together at Dream Dinners in their cor-
porate office; Davis sold franchises and 
Lamb worked in marketing. 

In 2009, during the economic down-
turn, Lamb became a real estate agent. 

“Lyndsay’s theory was, ‘If  you can 
make it now, you can make it.’ She 
looked at real estate very similarly to 
the way we sold franchises: There’s a 
million of  them, you need to make your 
business stand out from everybody 
else’s, and make them want to come 
to your business,” Davis said. “It’s the 

same thing in real estate – there are a 
million homes and you have to make 
your house stand out from every other 
house.” 

Davis became a real estate agent, too, 
and they opened a business on Main 
Street. 

In the spring of  2018, they were con-
tacted by the production company, High 
Noon Entertainment, which is the same 
production company that made HGTV’s 
popular show “Fixer Upper” a reality. 
They had seen the sisters’ carpool kara-
oke videos on YouTube.

“I don’t think we put that much thought 
into it because it was like, ‘Oh this should 
be fun, this is kind of  a far-out chance, 
totally not likely,’” Davis said. 

When they found out HGTV liked the 
show’s pilot and ordered 11 episodes, 
they were shocked.

“I was just like – ‘Oh my gosh, we have 
to run a business, and raise babies and 
film a show,’” Davis said. She has three 
kids and her sister has one; all are still 
in school.

Their advice for others looking to go 
into business with a sibling or other 
family members?

“Nothing is private – which isn’t a 
bad thing. You have to go in completely 
open, and if  you’re not open with your 
siblings, then it’s probably not a good 
decision to go into business with them,” 
Lamb said. 

“Business and life intertwine. Every-
thing we do here at business ultimately 
flows into our home lives as well. So 
making sure that your family units are 
also on board,” Davis said.

“It’s 38 years of  a partnership, we’ve 
been business partners since the womb.”

u from BLURRY VISION page 1
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Lyndsay Lamb (left) and Leslie Davis (right) 
were sitting just like this in their office in Town 
Center when they heard the news HGTV wanted 
a full season of “Unsellable Houses.”

 Beacon photo by Emily Gilbert


