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A house in the Pioneer Trails neighborhood had a festive display as did many other houses and businesses around Mill Creek. Flip to our Holiday 
Cheers section, page 6, for more holiday stories and where Santa’s coming next.

Christmas lights in Pioneer Trails
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The City Council voted to increase 
both the property tax and EMS 

levies for Mill Creek residents in 2020 
to accommodate for a likely increase in 
City Hall staff.

The council voted 6-1 for the tax 
increase during its Nov. 26 meeting. 

“To avoid the whipsaw to the public 
in property taxes I would rather see 
a steady increase I think that’s more 
fiscally sustainable in the long run,” 
councilmember Brian Holtzclaw said, 
and other council members echoed 
their support. 

Although city revenues were higher 
than expected, interim Finance Direc-
tor Tara Dunford said expenses would 
increase due to the likely outcome that 
the council approves City Manager 
Michael Ciraravino’s staff  additions, 
among other expenses like equipment 
upgrades. 

New staff  positions included another 
school resource officer, a maintenance 
worker in the Public Works depart-
ment, another marketing and com-
munications coordinator, chief  of  staff, 
and an administrative assistant for the 
city manager. 

On the staff  additions, councilmember 
John Steckler said he was concerned 
that the director of  marketing position 
was missing. In his proposal, the city 
manager shifted marketing and com-
munication responsibilities to three 
coordinators in the communication 
department and his proposed chief  of  
staff  position. Stecker said that he did 
not think the Chief  of  Staff  candidates 
would have the required skill set to 

EMS levies, 
property 
taxes, to  
increase 1%

The Mill Creek City Council made 
some changes to its Capital Im-

provement Plan (CIP), notably adding 
a million-dollar project and canceling 
two smaller ones from when the plan 
was originally adopted in 2018. The 
plan outlines the city’s goals for 2019-
2024.

New million-dollar projects
Under the amended CIP, the city 

plans to buy a piece of  land for $2.2 
million to be used as a park. It could be 
used to expand the Mill Creek Sports 
Park or used for another park-related 
purpose. The land needs to be used 
as a park to keep in accordance with 
the 2015 Comprehensive Plan and to 
provide for the city’s growth. 

The City also plans to buy a million-

dollar property to be used as a Public 
Works shop to house department 
vehicles and equipment. The Public 
Works Shop project isn’t a completely 
new line item, but its budget signifi-
cantly increased after the City entered 
negotiations to buy a property for $2 
million. 

Originally, the City budgeted for a 

There was a near-constant receiv-
ing line as shoppers walked in 

to say farewell and thank you to 
91-year-old Chuck Elvig, who was 
finally retiring from his courtesy 
clerk job at Central Market. 

Chuck had been a fixture of  the 
store’s checkout line since he started 
working as a grocery bagger at the 
store more than a decade ago. He saw 
a job fair advertised at his church 
and he was hired the first year 
Central Market opened. 

“He’s served this community well 
for the last 15 years,” Erin Sim-
mons, his coworker who organized 
the party, said. They had worked 
together since Elvig’s first day.  

Elvig’s friends, coworkers, and 
frequent shoppers who became 

friends posed for pictures with him, 
wrote well-wishes in his guestbook 
and told him how much he meant to 
them over the years. 

Jackie Larsen from Lynnwood 
said that Elvig had helped carry her 
groceries. “Just in those trips out to 
my car, we’d get to know each other. 
He’s just a dear person, full of  life 
and joy,” she said.

“He took the time to get to know 
me and my family,” Haroula Tadou-
los, manager of  the housewares 
department at the store, said. 

Aiyoko Ishida worked with Elvig 
for five years but has since moved 
on to a new job in Seattle. She said 
she thinks the secret to his longevity 
is his penchant for eating pickled 
herring. “I might try it, maybe one 
day,” she said.

Elvig and his wife, June, came to 
Mill Creek from Brainerd, Minneso-

ta, where he was a pharmacist. They 
sold their pharmacy business and 
moved out west to be closer to their 
three grown children, who gradu-
ated from Seattle Pacific University, 
and grandchildren. 

June said that Chuck has always 
been a people person and that 
working after retiring from his first 
career was good for him. “As you 
get older sometimes you don’t have 
those relationships but his have 
grown.” She said he plans to keep 
busy in retirement and hopes to find 
a volunteer position working with 
animals. 

Elvig’s advice to those of  us still in 
the daily grind?

“You have to like people and try to 
find something out about them, their 
names and faces,” he said. “And if  
you don’t like your work, find some-
thing else.”

Capital Improvement Plan updates

New building for Public Works, a  
$2 million park expansion, and grant money

Chuck Elvig retired from Central Market on Nov. 21 after 
15 years as a courtesy clerk. It was also his 91st birthday. 
See more photos online at www.millcreekbeacon.com.
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Mill Creek’s favorite courtesy clerk retires – on his 91st birthday
Chuck Elvig retired from Central Market on Nov. 21

see CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT page 12  u

Mill Creek residents will  
see increases in 2020

see TAXES AND LEVIES page 12  u
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19th Avenue Dental
425-385-8130

Put Your Best Face Forward

Our Experience & High 
Technology Will Make You Smile

www.19thavedental.com
10217 19th Ave. SE  
#203, Everett      

• Smile Makeovers 
• Teeth Whitening

• Crown Lengthening
• Veneers

How happy are your employees?

Lic# MA00010519

Louis B . Menzago, LMP
Licensed Massage Therapist  - since 1997
206-364-4983

Give them a 15-minute Chair Massage
in your office for a great, inexpensive perk

A Snohomish County Public Works 
project to widen the roadway between 
State Route 524 (Maltby Road) and 187th 
Place Southeast, and connect 196th 
Street Southeast to 200th Street South-
east could begin as early as 2022.

Snohomish County Public Works 
hopes to improve traffic flow from 
north to south to address population 
growth and traffic congestion between 
Mill Creek and Bothell. The project is 
estimated to cost $23.7 million and be 
funded by Snohomish County. 

The proposed project design includes 
widening and connecting road sections 
on 43rd Avenue Southeast/Sunset Road 
between 180th Street Southeast and 
Maltby Road (SR 524). The road would 
be widened to a two-lane rural section. 
Two new road sections would connect 
200th Street Southeast and 196th Street 
Southeast, and 184th Street Southeast to 
42nd Drive Southeast. 

There would be two new roundabouts 
to 43rd Avenue Southeast where the 
road crosses 196th Street and Maltby 
Road (SR 524). There would be a new 
traffic signal and turn pockets at the 
intersection at 180th Street Southeast 
and Sunset Road. Two new stormwater 
ponds would also be built. 

Construction would begin in 2022.
Due to the current width of  the road 

south of  188th Street Southeast, Public 
Works has closed 43rd Avenue South-
east at 188th Street Southeast to vehicle 
traffic, but there is pedestrian access.

New road to ease 35th 
Avenue congestion
Two new connections on 
43rd Avenue Southeast 
will ease traffic between 
Mill Creek and Bothell

Jay Cho didn’t know who the people sit-
ting at a table in the Seattle Children’s 

rehabilitation area were, but they would 
change his life. 

It was 2010 and one of  Cho’s two sons 
was in the hospital for brain surgery, 
again. 

“After that second surgery, everything 
went wrong … it was a really tough time,” 
Cho said. “I literally lived with my son [in 
the hospital] for a year and a half.” 

He said he’d seen 
the people before 
but didn’t know 
who they were, so 
one day he walked 
up and asked. He 
learned they were 
medical social 
workers. After 
talking, he said he 
wanted to pay them 
but they waved that idea away. Instead, 
they told him: “when everything is back 
to normal, serve your community.”

They changed his life. 
Cho’s life had been changed before - 

starting his own business after careers 
at ExxonMobil and AT&T that took him 
all over the Pacific rim, running from the 
collapsing Twin Towers on 9/11, his son’s 
health diagnosis - but meeting the medi-
cal social workers would lead him back 
to school. He graduated with a master’s 
degree in social work from the University 
of  Washington this past spring. 

Now he is the new program coordina-
tor at the Mill Creek Senior Center. The 
role had been vacant since June. The Mill 

Creek Senior Center is part of  the larger 
group of  Northshore Senior Centers that 
has locations in other cities in Snohom-
ish County, and Cho has already begun 
working with colleagues at sister loca-
tions.

One of  the things Cho wants to do is 
create programming to encourage di-
versity, like hosting movie nights with 
films from other cultures, or meals from 
different ethnic groups. Cho, who is an 
immigrant from South Korea, offered 
the idea of  showing a Korean movie and 
serving a Korean dinner since both are 

currently prevalent 
in popular culture. 

“Why not bring 
in Korean food? 
Through food, we 
can have a commu-
nity,” he said.

It’s important to 
him to create a wel-
coming atmosphere 
at the Senior Center 

because as an immigrant himself, he 
wasn’t always welcomed. 

“Oftentimes we’re [treated] like visitors 
forever, but we’re not,” he said. 

He remembered seeing some older Ko-
rean women crying at a healthcare event 
at a senior center in Lynnwood; the event 
had been a healthcare fair targeted at a 
Korean audience. When he asked why 
they were crying, theysaid they had never 
felt so welcomed or invited, he recalled. 

“I just want to bring in ownership … 
[we] may not speak the same language 
but we can still communicate,” he said of  
his plans for Mill Creek. 

Jay Cho is the new program director at the Mill Creek Senior Center and said Korean food may be 
on the menu as a way to invite more people in to the space and encourage diversity. 
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Jay Cho hopes to cultivate diversity  
at Mill Creek Senior Center
Jay Cho’s first day as program coordinator was Dec. 2

by EMILY GILBERT
millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

see JAY CHO page 12  u

“ I want to make a presence 
[and] make our own voice, 
together.” Jay Cho

Mill Creek Senior Center  
program coordinator

Many Mill Creek businesses rely 
on holiday shopping to help carry 

them through historically slower 
months in the beginning of  the new 
year. 

“It’s really everything I wait for [dur-
ing] the rest of  the year,” Sarah Payne 
of  Artisan Custom 
Framing said. 
The Main 
Street 
busi-
ness 
owner 
said 
she does 
three times the amount of  business in 
December than the other months of  
the year. “It kind of  dies down immedi-
ately after December,” she said. 

The holiday season is an important 
time for businesses from many indus-
tries since shoppers want to buy gifts and 
finish projects before the end of  the year. 

“The holiday season has a positive 
impact on business. Customers are 
more willing to splurge on high-end 
wines for both themselves and others, 
purchase in bulk for entertaining, 
or host holiday parties,” owners of  
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Creek Senior Center is part of  the larger 
group of  Northshore Senior Centers that 
has locations in other cities in Snohom-
ish County, and Cho has already begun 
working with colleagues at sister loca-
tions.

One of  the things Cho wants to do is 
create programming to encourage di-
versity, like hosting movie nights with 
films from other cultures, or meals from 
different ethnic groups. Cho, who is an 
immigrant from South Korea, offered 
the idea of  showing a Korean movie and 
serving a Korean dinner since both are 

currently prevalent 
in popular culture. 

“Why not bring 
in Korean food? 
Through food, we 
can have a commu-
nity,” he said.

It’s important to 
him to create a wel-
coming atmosphere 
at the Senior Center 

because as an immigrant himself, he 
wasn’t always welcomed. 

“Oftentimes we’re [treated] like visitors 
forever, but we’re not,” he said. 

He remembered seeing some older Ko-
rean women crying at a healthcare event 
at a senior center in Lynnwood; the event 
had been a healthcare fair targeted at a 
Korean audience. When he asked why 
they were crying, theysaid they had never 
felt so welcomed or invited, he recalled. 

“I just want to bring in ownership … 
[we] may not speak the same language 
but we can still communicate,” he said of  
his plans for Mill Creek. 
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Flu season came to Snohomish County 
early this year and cases began to pick up 
in mid-November although peak season 
is usually between January and March. 

While other respiratory illnesses like 
the common cold are also more frequent 
this time of  year, the flu tends to strike 
abruptly with a higher fever and more 
severe symptoms. Residual cough and 
fatigue can last for weeks.

A case of  the flu is different from a com-
mon cold from the start. Symptoms like 
a high fever of  100 degrees or more, body 
aches and headache can strike within a 
few hours of  catching the illness. 

A common cold comes slowly: maybe 
a sore throat and stuffy nose for a few 
days and followed by a mucus-producing 
cough, and perhaps mild body aches if  
any at all. Up to 80 percent of  people with 
the flu will have a headache, body aches 
will be moderate to severe and the cough 
will be dry. A person may experience 
vomiting or diarrhea, although those 
symptoms are more common in children 
than adults. 

In general, a cold doesn’t pose a serious 
health risk for healthy people. Flu can 
lead to pneumonia, bacterial infections 
and a stay in the hospital, even for people 
considered to be in prime health. 

Three people have already been hos-
pitalized with the flu, according to the 
Health Department; patients were listed 
as in their mid-80s. No deaths have been 
reported. Around the holidays, it’s espe-
cially important to remember never to 
prepare or serve food while sick. 

Many Mill Creek businesses rely 
on holiday shopping to help carry 

them through historically slower 
months in the beginning of  the new 
year. 

“It’s really everything I wait for [dur-
ing] the rest of  the year,” Sarah Payne 
of  Artisan Custom 
Framing said. 
The Main 
Street 
busi-
ness 
owner 
said 
she does 
three times the amount of  business in 
December than the other months of  
the year. “It kind of  dies down immedi-
ately after December,” she said. 

The holiday season is an important 
time for businesses from many indus-
tries since shoppers want to buy gifts and 
finish projects before the end of  the year. 

“The holiday season has a positive 
impact on business. Customers are 
more willing to splurge on high-end 
wines for both themselves and others, 
purchase in bulk for entertaining, 
or host holiday parties,” owners of  

Mill Creek businesses count on holiday sales
Local businesses rely on the current shopping season to make up for slow months like January and February

by EMILY GILBERT
millcreekeditor@yourbeacon.net

Sarah Payne is the owner of Artisan Custom Framing in Town Center. She said December is her 
busiest month and will work up until two days before Christmas to get all of the projects done in 
time.

deVine Wines Candis and Tom Parker 
said. 

Thanksgiving came late this year and 
left less than a month before Christ-
mas; major retailers began advertising 

sales up to three days before the 
traditional start of  the shopping 
season, Black Friday. 

Mill Creek has one of  the highest 
sales tax rates in the state at 10.5 

percent, but the city only receives 
about 1 percent of  the tax revenue. 
However, the tax revenue that the City 
does receive makes up nearly a quarter 
of  its revenue from general funds, ac-
cording to 2019-2020 budget projections. 
The state receives 6.5 percent, transit 
districts 2.6 percent, and Snohomish 
County 0.3 percent. 

Del Hernandez, one of  the owners 
of  Frost, echoed the importance of  
holiday shopping at his bakery on 
Main Street but admitted it’s been a 
little slow this season. 

“We rely on our holiday sales and the 
type of  business that we are, pastries, 
and a lot of  people go into New Year’s 
resolutions, and what’s the first thing 
that goes? Our type of  food,” he said 
with a small laugh. 

He said that the first couple of  weeks 
of  January are tough, but sales seem 
to pick up again toward the end of  
January. 

Stefanie McQuery, from the Mill 
Creek Chamber of  Commerce, said 
that events like the city’s annual tree 
lighting bring people downtown, but 
shopping local during the rest of  the 
holiday season is important. “Not that 
Amazon isn’t easy … but there’s qual-
ity involved and relationship building 
(when you shop local).”

Know the difference between the flu and common cold this season

“While the flu is just an inconvenience 
to many healthy adults, to people with 
compromised immune systems includ-
ing many older adults, the flu can be a 
death sentence,” Brooke Knight CEO of  
the Mill Creek Senior Center, wrote in an 
email. “In 2018, Snohomish County was 
particularly hard hit, having 26 people 
die from the flu, more than any other 

county in the state.”
Last flu season, more than 360 people 

were hospitalized with the flu in Snohom-
ish County. 

Along with the annual vaccine, people 
can avoid spreading the flu by washing 
their hands thoroughly, covering their 
cough, and staying home if  they feel ill. 
Everyone who is six months or older 

should get the flu vaccine every year to 
protect them from the flu, according to 
the Health District. In Washington state, 
all children may receive a free flu shot 
through the age of  18; a provider may 
charge an “administration fee” but it can 
be waived if  the person cannot afford it. 

For more information, go to https://
www.snohd.org/154/The-Flu.
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Online Poll
This week: 
Flu season is starting to ramp up. 

This week’s question: 
Will you be getting a flu shot this 

year?

We want to know what you think:
Vote now online at www.millcreekbea-

con.com and look for the results in the 
Dec. 20 issue of The Beacon.

www.millcreekbeacon.com

Last week’s question & results: Do 
you think holiday music should be 
played before or after Thanksgiving?
• 27% Said BEFORE 
• 73% Said AFTER

Letters & Opinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CHUCK’SWORLD

I was rummaging through the universal hall closet the other 
day, which in my case was an actual closet.

In your case, it could be something else. You’ve got one, though.
It could be an envelope or a storage locker. It might be an attic 

or a basement, a safety deposit box, or a shopping bag shoved 
under the bed, but it’s there. It’s the place where we go to rum-
mage through the past, looking for clues among the dust mites.

Whatever your hall closet is, it’s most likely 
full of  good intentions. This is the place where 
miscellaneous artifacts of  an unexamined life 
are stored, although we intend to examine it 
someday. 

In the meantime, though, we shove our precious 
mementos under the guest towels and wait for a 
rainy day that never seems to come.

This became literal for me, as it was an actual 
rainy day, and rather than run the risk of  going 
outside and getting struck by a drop of  water, I 
decided to clean the hall closet.

This is a quixotic thing to do. Even spending 
a few hours on that closet, which has been holding our random 
junk for more than 30 years, does nothing but rearrange the 
randomness. Marie Kondo would look at this space and prob-
ably suggest just moving to another house, but as I said, it was 
raining.

And I immediately got distracted, which is what always hap-
pens and why this closet exists in the first place. Out of  sight, 
out of  mind, and eventually out of  room, but this is what’s going 
on. We hide our distractions until we have the time to put them 
in alphabetical order, which will never, ever happen.

I found a stack of  DVDs, episodes of  a favorite TV series from 
the early 1990s, back when that seemed like a good idea. Hey, 
we can watch it anytime we want! What a neat idea that surely 
won’t be rendered redundant by technology anytime soon. 

I watched some of  these. It was nice to dip back a quarter-
century, if  only to recall what strange clothes we wore, and what 
jokes just aren’t funny anymore. 

In retrospect, the decade of  the 1990s feels similar to the 1950s, 
when the future began to leak into the present. Just as much of  
the modern world first crept into our consciousness in the 1950s, 
from motels to McDonald’s, the decade of  the 1990s ended up in a 
far different place than where it began.

This is how older films and TV shows can show us our jour-
neys. They become home movies of  a specific culture, and they 
can remind us of  what we’ve long forgotten and misplaced.

In this TV series I dusted off, taking place in the first years 
of  the decade, there’s no mention of  the internet. I caught 
one reference to a character using a “cellular telephone,” and 
otherwise the most advanced technology mentioned involved fax 
machines.

In contrast, in 1990 I bought my first personal computer, gently 
cradled on a friend’s lap all the way home from the store, an 
expensive investment. By the end of  the decade, I’d probably 
purchased a dozen of  them, the cast-off  skeletons of  primitive 
technology left to gather dust in the basement (and occasionally 
in that hall closet).

Today, of  course, I carry around a personal computer far more 
powerful than that original 1990 version, still expensive but 
small enough to fit in my pocket, although I sometimes stick it in 
my mouth when I need both hands. 

Times have changed, then.
There are probably a few old flip phones in that closet, come 

to think of  it, along with a bundle of  power cords for missing 
machines. There are stacks of  ancient media, audio cassettes 
and VHS tapes that we hold onto in case, I guess, they come back 
in style; I’d have trouble finding a machine to play them.

And, of  course, there’s the universal shoebox full of  photos. 
You also have one of  these, at least if  you’re older than 45 or so, 
loose pictures that never found a home in an album, hundreds of  
photos that can’t be searched by keyword or facial recognition. 
They’re personal and valuable, and they exist for no discernible 
reason other than sentiment and a lack of  discipline. 

They only survive because the shoebox does.
This is my point – one of  the promises of  this glorious tech-

nological revolution that began 30 years ago was that we could 
finally declutter our lives, and make that universal hall closet a 
place for linens only.

Our photos would all be neatly arranged in digital folders, 
our music and other entertainment available at any time with a 
mouse click, our important papers encrypted and stored in the 
cloud. Junk would be a thing of  the past.

Instead, I have a closet full of  useless power cords and obsolete 
cellphones. I not only have a shoebox of  old photos, I have 
thousands of  digital pictures, most of  which involve parking 
stalls, grocery lists, and food. I plan on deleting those someday. 

Maybe I’ll just put them in alphabetical order.
And maybe this is just being human, needing those tangible 

scraps of  time that we can actually touch. It just struck me as 
funny, but at least I got a clean closet. I took a picture of  it, even.

Which I plan on deleting. 
Promise.

The detritus  
of the digital age

School Celebrations 
in the Everett  
School District

CHUCK’S
WORLD

A recent story about the Kroger supermarket 
group (Fred Meyer, QFC, Ralphs, and 

many others) is quite interesting. About 94% of  
Kroger revenue comes from food stores, so this 
announcement is a really big deal. 

Now when you read through 
what they’re planning, you get 
just a surface look at how they 
view the future of  their food 
stores.

Some examples: 
When you enter a Kroger food 

store, either you can pick up an 
electronic device at the store’s 
front or use an app on your smart 
phone. If  you have previously 
created a list of  what you want to 
purchase, this app will direct you 
aisle by aisle (in the most efficient 
way) to the items on your list. 

The app also has a complete 
history of  what you’ve bought in the past. So 
the app will also make suggestions, such as: 
“you recently purchased charcoal and lighter 
fluid, so we recommend the following selections 
of  meat on sale at our butcher counter.” 

Also, cameras, located at the end of  each isle, 
use face recognition to direct you to items in 
that isle that, based upon your history, you are 
most likely to be interested in. 

(Note: The ability of  a computer system to 
predict what you might be interested in is 
called “an inference engine.” It uses artificial 
intelligence from past behavior to predict what 
your future behavior might be.)

Also, the price tags on the shelf  in front of  
each item will be electronic displays. Kroger 
can update prices at the rate of  20,000 updates/
minute. 

I imagine that the system will know what 
you are most likely to buy (along with what 
related items would logically go with that item), 
so your app can tell you what combination 
of  items will give you the best discount. The 
economic return on investment is based upon 
a reduction in labor to place current prices on 
each item, create a reduction in cashiers and 
other things

Next, Amazon already is testing stores in 
which there are no cashiers. The app knows, 
based upon electronic tags, what you walk out 
the door with and it is automatically added to 
your account. So watching Kroger adopt these 
technologies is simply an attempt to keep up 
with Amazon, who currently controls about 
50% of  all on-line retail sales.

Note that Amazon’s purchase of  Whole Foods 
simply addresses what is called “the final mile,” 
along with their insatiable appetite to dominate 
every retail business there is. Every on-line 
business may require some “hands on” interac-
tion directly with the retailer – things that 
require you to be at the point of  sale. 

In other words, items like food (where you 
might want to inspect your purchases before 
leaving the store) will require some “on-site” 
experiences. QFC, as one example, already 
allows you to shop on-line, then drive to the 
closest store – where there is a special parking 

OFF
KILTER

BY MICHAEL GOLD
self-described “gadfly” 
& east coast transplant, 

serial entrepreneur 
offering east/west  
coast perspectives

OFFKILTER
The future of  food retailing

see GOLD page 5  u

School bond is integral to success
Passing the $470 million school bond is 

integral to the future success of  our town.
The Snohomish School District school build-

ing are over 40 years old and, while our teach-
ers do the best they can to provide an excellent 
education to our students with the facilities 
available to them, the buildings are dated and 
need replacing.

This bond will build six new elementary 
schools as well as create additional classroom 
space at Glacier Peak High School, renovate the 
AIM campus, and create a larger space for the 
Early Learning Center.

When communities stop showing support for 
their schools, property values decrease and 
students’ educational and career prospects 

decrease. We don’t want that here in Snohom-
ish.

With schools improved, students, and sub-
sequently our community, will benefit from 
higher quality education and a safer learning 
environment. These kids grow up to be tomor-
row’s local business owners and community 
leaders.

I have four kids in Snohomish School District 
schools, and would be beyond grateful for our 
community’s support in providing all students, 
present and future, a high-quality education. 
For the cost of  a few cups of  coffee a month, 
you can be a part of  making Snohomish an 
even better place to live. Vote Yes! for Snohom-
ish Students by February 11. 

Nicole Serviss
Snohomish

OURSCHOOLS

What a wonderful time of  year to express our thankfulness 
and celebrate the great happenings around us. We have 

some amazing things going on in our schools in the Mill Creek 
area.

Performance
Jackson High School theater put on incred-

ible performances of  “The Addams Family” in 
November. I was so impressed with the skill level 
and overall production of  their performance. I 
hope many of  you attended and appreciated their 
astonishing talent!

Jackson High School  
Swim and Cross Country

Congratulations to Jackson High School junior 
Mia Chang! She raced her way to the 200-yard 
individual medley title during the Class 4A state 
swim and dive championships last month. Chang 
won two individual state titles and received 4A 
“swimmer of  the meet” honors. The Jackson High 

School boys’ cross country team finished fifth at the WIAA state 
championships in November as well. We are so proud of  our 
student athletes!

Food Drives
All of  our south end schools have been or are participating 

in various drives to support the community over the holidays. 
Some are collecting food while others hold toy drives and pajama 
drives. We have so many caring and kind students who put 
forth the effort to help support those in need. What a generous 
community!

New School Board Member
I am pleased to welcome April Berg, a Mill Creek resident, as 

our newest board member for Everett Public Schools! Ms. Berg 
was sworn in at the December 3 board meeting and will be serv-
ing a six-year term. We are excited about the new perspectives 
she can bring to our board and know Mill Creek will be well 
represented. Ms. Berg recently served on the Capital Bond Plan-

OUR
SCHOOLS

DR. IAN SALTZMAN
everett  

public schools, 
superintendent

It was our hopeful time of  night and everyone was leaving 
their half-moon shaped, corrugated, galvanized steel, 20 x 48 

feet Quonset huts which we called “our hooches” that were a 
warm 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

After making our way to our destination, the 30 or so of  us 
formed the mail-call line. As we shivered in the normal Korean 
holiday season weather, the talk wasn’t about the Demilitarized 
Zone’s (DMZ) normal sub-zero temperature or the bone-chilling 
winds. Rather, when a G.I. did talk he was hoping that a “Dear 
John” letter was not waiting for him (at least through Christmas). 

When “Private Wright” was called the postman 
smiled at me. He bent toward the floor and stood 
holding a very large Christmas package. Not only 
was I stunned, but so were my chilled and shaking 
peers.

What was the gift? As our group “doubled timed” 
it back to my hooch, speculation of  its contents 
ran the gamut from porn to religious figurines.

I would be lying if  I implied I gently opened the 
package with a Portland, Oregon return address. 
In a second our mouths dropped open and our eyes 
widened in disbelief  as they focused on various 
tiny hanging colorful glass ornaments and electric 
red, blue, yellow, and green blubs wrapped around 
an 18-inch artificial Christmas tree! After our 
shocked silence someone yelled: “Look at that. 

There is only one broken bulb!” 
Every day forward there was always one or more lonesome 

G.I. writing letters or conducting “guard duty” in their hypnotic 
state around this emotion-inducing holiday symbol.

From the tree’s arrival, piles of  PX-bought, self-tagged, 
holiday-wrapped gifts began to accumulate near OUR inspira-
tional tree. It became routine that every night before our three, 
100-watt hooch lights were turned off, someone would plead: 
“Wright, please do not turn off  the Christmas lights.”

Another 7th Division of  Artillery (7th DivArty) December day 
started off  as a warm 28 degree Fahrenheit sunless, but bright, 
day. All of  us attached to this compound took it in stride when 
the voice from the load speaker commanded us to assemble. 
Then, at attention and with a large steam of  white air coming 
from our exhales, we were ordered to count off  by fives. I ended 
up being a four.

DARNWRIGHT
see SALTZMAN page 5  u

see WRIGHT page 5  u

A small lit Tannenbaum  
saved our Christmas

DARN
WRIGHT

BY CHUCK WRIGHT
licensed mental health 

professional and 
certified traumatic 

stress specialist
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Sudoku solution

News Tips
The Beacon invites readers to share story tips and ideas. If you see or know of 
some news deserving of coverage, email Editor Emily Gilbert at millcreekeditor@
yourbeacon.net or call the newsroom at 425-347-5634, ext. 236.

CHUCK’SWORLD

I was rummaging through the universal hall closet the other 
day, which in my case was an actual closet.

In your case, it could be something else. You’ve got one, though.
It could be an envelope or a storage locker. It might be an attic 

or a basement, a safety deposit box, or a shopping bag shoved 
under the bed, but it’s there. It’s the place where we go to rum-
mage through the past, looking for clues among the dust mites.

Whatever your hall closet is, it’s most likely 
full of  good intentions. This is the place where 
miscellaneous artifacts of  an unexamined life 
are stored, although we intend to examine it 
someday. 

In the meantime, though, we shove our precious 
mementos under the guest towels and wait for a 
rainy day that never seems to come.

This became literal for me, as it was an actual 
rainy day, and rather than run the risk of  going 
outside and getting struck by a drop of  water, I 
decided to clean the hall closet.

This is a quixotic thing to do. Even spending 
a few hours on that closet, which has been holding our random 
junk for more than 30 years, does nothing but rearrange the 
randomness. Marie Kondo would look at this space and prob-
ably suggest just moving to another house, but as I said, it was 
raining.

And I immediately got distracted, which is what always hap-
pens and why this closet exists in the first place. Out of  sight, 
out of  mind, and eventually out of  room, but this is what’s going 
on. We hide our distractions until we have the time to put them 
in alphabetical order, which will never, ever happen.

I found a stack of  DVDs, episodes of  a favorite TV series from 
the early 1990s, back when that seemed like a good idea. Hey, 
we can watch it anytime we want! What a neat idea that surely 
won’t be rendered redundant by technology anytime soon. 

I watched some of  these. It was nice to dip back a quarter-
century, if  only to recall what strange clothes we wore, and what 
jokes just aren’t funny anymore. 

In retrospect, the decade of  the 1990s feels similar to the 1950s, 
when the future began to leak into the present. Just as much of  
the modern world first crept into our consciousness in the 1950s, 
from motels to McDonald’s, the decade of  the 1990s ended up in a 
far different place than where it began.

This is how older films and TV shows can show us our jour-
neys. They become home movies of  a specific culture, and they 
can remind us of  what we’ve long forgotten and misplaced.

In this TV series I dusted off, taking place in the first years 
of  the decade, there’s no mention of  the internet. I caught 
one reference to a character using a “cellular telephone,” and 
otherwise the most advanced technology mentioned involved fax 
machines.

In contrast, in 1990 I bought my first personal computer, gently 
cradled on a friend’s lap all the way home from the store, an 
expensive investment. By the end of  the decade, I’d probably 
purchased a dozen of  them, the cast-off  skeletons of  primitive 
technology left to gather dust in the basement (and occasionally 
in that hall closet).

Today, of  course, I carry around a personal computer far more 
powerful than that original 1990 version, still expensive but 
small enough to fit in my pocket, although I sometimes stick it in 
my mouth when I need both hands. 

Times have changed, then.
There are probably a few old flip phones in that closet, come 

to think of  it, along with a bundle of  power cords for missing 
machines. There are stacks of  ancient media, audio cassettes 
and VHS tapes that we hold onto in case, I guess, they come back 
in style; I’d have trouble finding a machine to play them.

And, of  course, there’s the universal shoebox full of  photos. 
You also have one of  these, at least if  you’re older than 45 or so, 
loose pictures that never found a home in an album, hundreds of  
photos that can’t be searched by keyword or facial recognition. 
They’re personal and valuable, and they exist for no discernible 
reason other than sentiment and a lack of  discipline. 

They only survive because the shoebox does.
This is my point – one of  the promises of  this glorious tech-

nological revolution that began 30 years ago was that we could 
finally declutter our lives, and make that universal hall closet a 
place for linens only.

Our photos would all be neatly arranged in digital folders, 
our music and other entertainment available at any time with a 
mouse click, our important papers encrypted and stored in the 
cloud. Junk would be a thing of  the past.

Instead, I have a closet full of  useless power cords and obsolete 
cellphones. I not only have a shoebox of  old photos, I have 
thousands of  digital pictures, most of  which involve parking 
stalls, grocery lists, and food. I plan on deleting those someday. 

Maybe I’ll just put them in alphabetical order.
And maybe this is just being human, needing those tangible 

scraps of  time that we can actually touch. It just struck me as 
funny, but at least I got a clean closet. I took a picture of  it, even.

Which I plan on deleting. 
Promise.

The detritus  
of the digital age

CHUCK’S
WORLD

CHUCK SIGARS
chucksigars@yahoo.com

area near the front door. A 
person then delivers your pur-
chases directly to your car.

A neighbor of  mine has a 
part-time job delivering these 
purchases directly to your 
home. These retailers also have 
agreements with Uber/Lyft 
to deliver from a store to your 
home.

All of  these “advances” 
are designed for the younger 
demographic, already used to 
on-line shopping. It’s simply 
the next logical step.

We are also entering the era 
of  “the Internet of  things.” 
Ultimately, every electronic 
device will have a URL ad-
dress (so it may be connected 
to the internet). Imagine that 
your refrigerator is one such 
device. It may, automatically, 
create a shopping list based 
upon what is currently in your 

fridge, your past food purchase 
history, the use of  an inference 
engine, and how many and 
what type of  meals you make 
at home per day/week, etc. 

All you have to do is press the 
“go” button on your app, and 
depending upon whether you 
“pick up” yourself  or “have it 
delivered to your home” with 
minimum effort, you are ready 
to go.

Frankly, this type of  automa-

tion scares me to death. Why? 
Because it is, to me, a violation 
of  my personal space. Next 
thing you know there will be 
toothbrushes which will gauge 
how well you’re brushing, and 
then give you a dental report. 
(In fact, they are already under 
development.) Pretty soon, we 
won’t have to ever get up from 
our sofa. So in the long term, 
legs could become vestigial 
organs.

OFFKILTER

u from GOLD page 4

We were informed everyone 
except the fives had just “vol-
unteered” to attend Bob Hope’s 
American televised Christmas 
show. We had 15 minutes to 
dress warmly and be back so we 
could be loaded into the backs 
of  the duce and a half  trucks, 
which would take us to where 
Hope and his group would be 
entertaining us. Without our 
captain saying so we knew the 
unwritten rule. The more we 
clapped and yelled the like-
lier our loved ones back home 
would see us on TV. 

After our cold, 45-minute 
ride we arrived with ambiva-
lent thoughts. During our two 
hours of  sitting in the 44-de-
gree, damp weather the snow 
began to fall. As the flurries 
turned into large, white but-
terfly-shaped Christmas flakes, 

and the weather turned colder 
and colder, our thoughts were 
diverted from the Hope show. 

Around the two-hour mark 
of  this “girly” show it was way 
past time for us to go back to 
our 70-degrees hooch’s. And to 
hell with (maybe) being on TV.

When we were home from 
the “gala” the majority of  
us looked like the homesick 
warriors depicted at the be-
ginning of  the movie “White 
Christmas” and we headed 
straight for the enlisted man’s 
(EM) club. Our hope was the 
bar spirits would get us out of  
our gloom. It didn’t work so we 
tried another avenue.

Throughout the night 
soldiers come to our hooch 
in order to be around their 
Christmas tree. Most of  these 
downtrodden G-I-’s found a 
place to just stare at the little 
decorated tree. One can only 

guess what warm memories 
were being brought to life by 
this little artificial tree.

Then, spontaneously, our 
homesick-lonely-hearts club 
group began to sing (off-key) 
our unit’s anthem, “Detroit 
City.” “I want to go home…
How I want to go home” and 
our words floated out of  our 
hooch and into the ears of  our 
4th DivArty peers.

With our hooch’s three 
100-watt-celling-hanging light 
bulbs off  we turned towards 
our glowing tree and began 
“O Christmas tree, O Christ-
mas tree How lovely are thy…”  
Afterwards, we went around 
wishing each other a merry 
and peaceful Christmas time. 

Darn right it was a small 
decorated and continuous lit-
up Tannenbaum, which saved 
our Christmas.

ning Committee and helped 
develop the recommendation 
to the board for the 2020 Capital 
Bond.

Anti-Bullying
All of  our schools incor-

porate the “Three R’s” of  
anti-bullying into classroom 
instruction:

Recognize, Refuse and Re-
port. Last month, the Forest 
View Elementary PTA funded 
a performance by Taproot 
Theatre on anti-bullying into 
a fun student-oriented play, 
and the Mill Creek Rotary Club 
funded the program presented 
at Woodside Elementary.

They performed twice at each 
school, with a more compli-
cated play and deeper messag-

ing to intermediate students 
and a simpler straightforward 
performance for primary stu-
dents. 

This year the incorporation 
of  a growth mindset and grit 
for intermediate students were 
new and echoes the messages 
we share with students in the 
building: we learn through 
making mistakes and we stick 
with things when they are dif-
ficult to see a way through. 

We want our students to 
hear the same messages about 
bullying from many different 
sources so they can feel em-
powered to be an active partici-
pant in making our school safe 
for everyone. Thank you to the 
Forest View PTA and the Mill 
creek rotary Club for support-
ing these performances!

Vaping
Many thanks to Heatherwood 

PTA for organizing our No 
Vaping Pledge drive! We cur-
rently have approximately 400 
students that have taken the 
pledge. Pledge forms are still 
available in the Heatherwood 
office. Jackson High School 
also held a very successful No 
Vaping Pledge drive this fall, 
led by freshman Katerina Vaa-
gen.

As you can see, we have many 
things to celebrate this holiday 
season. We have a school dis-
trict full of  amazing students, 
dedicated teachers and staff, 
and passionate, committed 
volunteers and families who 
are all doing amazing work. I 
am grateful to work in such a 
dedicated school.

u from SALTZMAN page 4

u from WRIGHT page 4

The Mill Creek Police will be 
partnering with the Snohom-
ish County DUI and Target 
Zero Task Force to conduct 
DUI emphasis patrols Friday, 
Dec. 6 from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m.  

Representatives from Sno-
homish County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, Washington State Patrol, 
Washington State Liquor and 
Cannabis Board, Lynnwood Po-
lice, Mountlake Terrace Police, 
Everett Police along with Mill 
Creek Police will be doing high 

visibility patrols throughout 
the county.

This event is part of  the 
annual national “Night of  a 
Thousand Stars” emphasis 
patrol at the beginning of  the 
holiday season.  Historically, 
Night of  a Thousand Stars has 
been a nationwide event with 
the “stars” represented by of-
ficer and deputy badges patrol-
ling the streets. The event will 
include an awards ceremony 
to honor officers and civilians 

who have dedicated time and 
resources to help reach the 
goal of  zero deaths and serious 
injuries by 2030. 

The Washington State Patrol 
Mobile Impaired Driving Unit 
(MIDU) will be on hand to 
quickly process DUI drivers.  
The MIDU is a self-contained 
36-foot motorhome that has 
been retrofitted as a mobile 
DUI processing center and 

Mill Creek PD to partner with county DUI and Target Zero Dec. 6

see TARGET ZERO page 11  u
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For Young & Old Alike
Everything CHRISTMASChristmas Gifts on Broadway

Everything  
CHRISTMAS!!

Mon - Sat 10 am- 5 pm
Sunday Noon - 4 pm

3224 Broadway G Everett G 425-252-4792 Huge Selections! Beyond Magical!

G Old World Quality
G Nutcrackers from Germany
G Christopher Radko  

Blown Glass Ornaments
G For Children: Steiff Plush 

Toys & Books
G Holiday Décor

2401 Broadway in Everett
425-257-9037

Your Source for bikes, parts, 
accessories, clothing, SERVICE and 

accessories

SHOP SMALL for CHRISTMAS

Santa is making quite a few trips to 
Mill Creek this season and will be 
available for photos at Arena Sports 
Dec. 8 and 15 from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. both days. The Mill Creek 
Kiwanis will provide Santa, a photo 
scene and a helper to take photos 
at no cost to you and your family 
as you celebrate and meet Santa, 
although donations will be gladly 
accepted. You provide the camera 
and smiles. Any donations will go 
toward programs for local schools. 
For more information, please contact 
kiwanisofmillcreek@gmail.com.

he annual Mill Creek Santa Parade 
and Tree Lighting is on Saturday, 
Dec. 7. Families will be able to enjoy 

cookie decorating, carriage and train rides, 
reindeer, musical performances and pic-
tures with Santa.

Santa will be staged for professional 
pictures from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Brooklyn 
Brothers Pizzeria (15121 Main Street). Free 
train rides for kids will run from 2 to 6 p.m. 
at the north end of  the Town Center.

The Santa Parade starts in Town Center 
at 3:30 p.m. beginning at LA Fitness (15024 
Main St.) and winding south on Main Street 

to the City Hall North parking lot. The City 
hosts this parade in partnership with the 
Mill Creek Town Center Business Associa-
tion.

The Tree Lighting immediately follows 
the parade at 4 p.m. at City Hall South. 
The event includes performances by the 
Henry M. Jackson High School drumline 
and Voices Northwest Chorus, and cookie 
decorating. 

The City’s Tree Lighting is sponsored 
by Sprout’s Farmers Market, Fred Meyer, 
Waste Management, Central Market, Sul-
livan Orthodontics, Community Transit, 
Nancy’s Noah’s Ark and Starbucks.

Free carriage rides through Town Center 
and live reindeer will start outside of  Pad-
dywack (15407 Main St. #101) will run from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. The day’s events will con-
clude with a free Cherry Cherry Christmas 
Concert at the Forum (15129 Main Street) 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

habad Jewish Center of  Snohom-
ish County invites the public 
to celebrate the 

Festival of  Lights 
with the eighth an-
nual Unity Menorah 
Lighting and Celebra-
tion.

The public Meno-
rah Lighting Celebra-
tion is 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 22, at Lynnwood 
City Hall 19100 44th Ave. 
W, Lynnwood. The event 
will feature the kindling 
of  a giant 9-foot Menorah, 
and include holiday 
treats, traditional latkes, 
doughnuts, face painting and 
light-up Hannukah glasses for 
the kids and a Hannukah musical 
performance by the Seattle-
based Klez Katz Klezmer band. 

Personal menorahs and dreidels 
will be available. Remarks will be 
shared by Rabbi Berel Paltiel of  the 
Chabad Jewish Center of  Snohomish 
County, Snohomish County Executive 
Dave Somers, and Lynnwood Police 
Chief  Tom Davis. 

“The menorah serves as a symbol 

of  our community’s dedication to 
preserve and encourage the rights 

of  every human being, 
including the liberty 

of  all its citizens to 
worship God freely, 
openly, and with 
pride,” said Paltiel.

The Menorah light-
ing is part of  the 
worldwide Hanuk-
kah campaign, an 
initiative launched by 

the Rebbe, Rabbi Men-
achem M. Schneerson, 

of  righteous memory, 
in 1973. The campaign 

highlights and encourages 
the central theme of  the 

holiday — publicizing the story 
of  the Hanukkah miracle.

“The message of  Hanukkah is 
the message of  light,” said Paltiel. 
“The nature of  light is that it is 

always victorious over darkness. A 
small amount of  light dispels a lot of  
darkness. Another act of  goodness 
and kindness, another act of  light, can 
make all the difference.”

For more information: www.JewishS-
nohomish.com.

Festival of Lights,  
menorah lighting

 Photo courtesy of 
Leonel Mallari

Mill Creek Kiwanis sponsors Santa photos

Herald in the holidays in Mill Creek Town Center

C

T

Photo courtesy of Mill Creek Town Center

Residents and volunteers pose in front of the Mill 
Creek Town Center tree last year. The 2019 Mill Creek 
Santa Parade and Tree Lighting will be held tomorrow, 
Dec. 7. Festivities begin at 3:30 p.m.
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Mill Creek Rotary Student of the Month

Ahmed Ghaddah is a senior at Henry M. 
Jackson High School. At home, he is a 
caregiver for his father with Parkinson’s 
disease and a brain cyst, takes care of his 
9-year-old brother, and he assumes the 
role as the man of the house. With that all 

he is nagivating, he has been able to hold a position in ASB as 
a leader for the school, maintain a spot at the top of his class 
with a 4.0 GPA, and care for many students within the school. 
For his college/future plans, Ahmed is planning to attend college 
with aspirations to start his own business with a fashion brand 
that collaborates with beginning artists and has a non-profit 
outreach component.

Ahmed Ghaddah 
Overcoming Adversity

Proudly sponsored by

NOVEMBER
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Mill Creek Rotary Student of the Month

Madi is an exceptionally strong individual who has 
faced quite a bit of adversity for someone her age. 
Although her path hasn’t been easy or smooth, she 
has never let that stop her from becoming the amazing 
young adult she is today. From the minute she stepped 
foot on our campus, she has had a positive impact on 
her peers and our community. She has been extremely 

involved in the AMHS community having played for the girls’ soccer team, joined 
the Multi-Cultural Awareness and Newspaper clubs, as the school mascot, 
the manager for the girls’ basketball team, was a leader on our spiritual retreat 
called KAIROS, and is a part of a new club called the Leaders of Change which 
focuses on creating a voice for students on campus. Madi’s connection to her 
community is not limited to just AMHS, she also volunteers a large portion of her 
summers to helping at Camp Patterson, a day camp for disabled children. Madi’s 
joyous personality brings a lot of smiles to our school and to the people who have 
gotten to know her over the years. We are proud she is a Wildcat.

Madi Prappas 
Excellence in Leadership

NOVEMBER
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Klett & Associates, PLLC
Certified Public Accountants

Terry W. Klett, CPA | terryk@klettcpa.com
Jenise M. Kazen, CPA | jenisek@klettcpa.com

906 SE Everett Mall Way, Suite 425  |  Everett, WA 98208  |  p (425) 610-4058  |  f (425) 789-1729

Proudly sponsored by

Mill Creek Rotary Student of the Month

Stephen is a second year student in our Video Game 
Design class this year.  He has overcome much adversity 
just to make that accomplishment.  To become a second 
year student at Sno-Isle TECH Skills Center students 
must have a B or better in the class and be invited 
back by the teacher. Having a mastery of the material, 
leadership and mentoring are a big part of the 2nd year 

student’s responsibility, as well as going beyond what is expected in class.  Last 
year, as a first year student, Stephen had many challenges in his life and was 
struggling just to pass the Video Game Design class. His family moved several 
times and was dealing with some serious health issues of his sister.  Stephen 
was failing the Video Game Design class when he learned of the requirements 
necessary to return as a second year student.  He did a full 180 degree turnaround 
to focus on his classes and projects to bring his grades up. His mom commented to 
his teacher Jim Bassett, at the end of last year, that this is the first time she’s ever 
seen Stephen excited about school.

Stephen Brewer 
Overcoming Adversity

Proudly sponsored by

NOVEMBER
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Site Structures / Kosnik Engineering, PC
Consulting Structural Engineers

10505 19TH AVE SE, Suite B | EVERETT | WA | 98208
Office: 425-357-9600

of  our community’s dedication to 
preserve and encourage the rights 

of  every human being, 
including the liberty 

of  all its citizens to 
worship God freely, 
openly, and with 
pride,” said Paltiel.

The Menorah light-
ing is part of  the 
worldwide Hanuk-
kah campaign, an 
initiative launched by 

the Rebbe, Rabbi Men-
achem M. Schneerson, 

of  righteous memory, 
in 1973. The campaign 

highlights and encourages 
the central theme of  the 

holiday — publicizing the story 
of  the Hanukkah miracle.

“The message of  Hanukkah is 
the message of  light,” said Paltiel. 
“The nature of  light is that it is 

always victorious over darkness. A 
small amount of  light dispels a lot of  
darkness. Another act of  goodness 
and kindness, another act of  light, can 
make all the difference.”

For more information: www.JewishS-
nohomish.com.

Everett Public Schools is offer-
ing Transitional Kindergarten for 
children who are not currently in an 
early learning program and are sched-
uled to enter kindergarten in the fall of  
2020. The program will focus on basic 
academic, social and self-help skills to 
jumpstart students toward success in 
school. Skills such as standing in line, 
taking turns and getting used to the 
routines of  the school day, which can 
sometimes be a stumbling block for 
early learners, will be emphasized.

 Students will be screened in early 
January and may qualify based on 

need. The Transitional Kindergarten 
classrooms will be located at several of  
the elementary schools in the district; 
sites will be determined based on en-
rollment. The anticipated start date is 
January 28, 2020. Transitional Kinder-
garten will run through the last day of  
school, which is currently June 15, 2020.

To be eligible for screening, 
children must:

•	 be	5	years	old	by	Aug.	31,	2020
•	 live	within	the	boundaries	of 	Everett	

Public Schools
•	 not	be	currently	enrolled	in	an	early	

learning program

•	 demonstrate	academic	and/or	social-
emotional needs
The screening is an assessment used 

to determine a child’s developmental 
strengths and needs. During the ap-
pointment, children may draw, count, 
name colors, jump and will have fun! 
Following the screening, families will 
have an opportunity to talk about the 
results and ask questions about their 
child’s development. At this time, fami-
lies will also learn whether or not their 
child qualifies for Transitional Kinder-
garten.

Everett Public Schools is committed 

to supporting all students at every level 
of  education. One key strategy is to 
enhance and invest in early childhood 
learning opportunities. Transitional 
Kindergarten can be a positive and crit-
ical step in helping children transition 
into our schools and start their journey 
to becoming a lifelong learner.

If  you are interested and believe your 
child may qualify for this program, 
please complete the online form (https://
everettsd.org/earlylearning). For ques-
tions or assistance, please contact Helen 
Cooley at 425-385-4088 or the Early Learn-
ing Department at 425-385-4024.

The brand new Tambark Creek Elementary opened to Mill Creek students this fall. It’s located on 180th Street Southeast near Sunset Road. The school cost $43 million and was built 
to alleviate crowding in the south end of the Everett school district. Far right, Superintendant of Everett Public Schools Ian Saltzman poses with members of the school board at the 
dedication ceremony of Tambark Creek Elementary in Bothell.

Transitional Kindergarten to be available in January

 Photo courtesy of Everett Public Schools

Tambark Creek Elementary is now open

Around Town
Dec. 7

Sno-King International  
Folk Dance Club. 

7 p.m.: request dancing. 7:30 p.m.: Diane & Clint will teach 
Broadway, a Scottish set dance. Program of international folk 
dances and requests until 9:30 p.m. Cedar Valley Grange, 20526 
52nd Ave. W, Lynnwood. $8.00; members $6.00. Info: 425-
610-9393.

Dec. 8

Learn the ukulele
11 a.m. Learn how to play the ukulele with Aaron Canwell of 

Micah and Me. Ukuleles will be provided but if you have your own, 
bring it with you. Doors open 15 minutes before and registration is 
required. Ages 10 and up at the Mill Creek Library. 

Dec. 10

ESL Talk Time
10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Practice speaking English in a friendly 

and supportive setting. Join us at the Mill Creek Family YMCA for 
weekly drop-in sessions. Talk Time is free.

Dec. 12

Fiction book group
6:45 - 8 p.m. Drop in for a lively discussion of thought-

provoking work of fiction each month. This month’s read is 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by 
Benjamin Alire Saenz. All are welcome. Copies of next month’s 
book will be available after the discussion at the Mill Creek Library. 

Dec. 13
A Storybook Nutcracker 

7 p.m. Now in its 24th year, A Storybook Nutcracker is shorter 
than the original production and includes narration to bring the 
story to life for younger audiences. With more than 50 dancers, 
this production is fully staged, with falling snow, beautiful 
costumes, colorful scenery and all the dances you remember. 
Shows at the PUD Auditorium in Everett (2320 California 
Street). Sat. Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $20. More 
information: Alderwood Dance Spectrum, 425-771-2994.

Dec. 14
Imagination Band - Journey to the 
Magical Forest

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Join Sammy the Traveling Raccoon and 
his hilarious puppet friends on an interactive musical adventure into 
the Magical Forest! Imagination Band features original music on 
guitar, ukulele, and flute at the Sno-Isle Mariner Library. 

Dec. 15
Breakfast with Santa

10 a.m. Join Santa at the Mill Creek Family YMCA for a special 
breakfast event. Santa will be available for pictures while your 
family enjoys a pancake breakfast. We will also have childcare 
staff on hand to help children write a letter to Santa. Cost per 
family: $20 Facility members, $25 Program members, $30 
Community members. Register online or at the Welcome Center.

Dec. 17
ESL Talk Time

10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Practice speaking English in a friendly 
and supportive setting. Join us at the Mill Creek Family YMCA for 
weekly drop-in sessions. Talk Time is free.

Dec. 18

Reading with Rover
5:30 p.m. Read aloud to a loving canine listener in the 

children’s area. The Reading with Rover program helps kids 
strengthen reading skills and improve reading confidence. For 
children with a caregiver. 

MORE AROUND TOWN AT  
MILLCREEKBEACON.COM
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Not a whole lot went right for 
Archbishop Murphy in its 2A state 

quarterfinal football playoff  game 
against Tumwater.

The Thunderbird defense limited 
the Wildcats to only 119 yards of  total 
offense, forced two fumbles in the first 
half  that led to 14 points and then 
foiled an Archbishop Murphy drive 
inside the Tumwater 10 that should 
have but did not yield any points.

To top it off, the Thunderbirds 
also knocked out Wildcats starting 
quarterback Victor Gabalis in the 
second quarter as they cruised to a 48-0 
victory Saturday, Nov. 23, at Tumwater 
High School.

The undefeated Thunderbirds (13-0) 
face Steilacoom (11-2) in the 2A title 
game on Saturday, Dec. 7, at Sparks 
Stadium in Puyallup.

The quarterfinal matchup might have 
taken on a different complexion had 
Archbishop Murphy (8-3) been able to 
make a few more plays in the first half.

“We had some opportunities early 
on to put some points on the board,” 
Wildcats coach Mark Leone said. “Los-
ing your starting quarterback doesn’t 
make things any easier.”

An Archbishop Murphy fumble on 
its opening offensive series led by a 
35-yard TD run by Turner Allen and a 
6-0 deficit.

The Wildcats subsequently recovered 
a Thunderbird fumble and had the 
ball inside the Tumwater 10, but 
penalties and a sack eventually forced 
Archbishop Murphy to punt. Another 

fumble gave the Wildcats the ball in 
Thunderbird territory, but the Arch-
bishop Murphy offense again wasn’t 
able to move the ball.

A strip-sack of  Gabalis led to a 
13-yard fumble return touchdown by 
Tumwater’s Ty Gilliland and a 20-0 
halftime deficit.

Leone noted that 14 of  the Thunder-
birds’ 20 points were a direct result of  
Wildcat fumbles.

“We’ve got to be better with the foot-
ball than that,” Leone said. “But they 
deserve credit for making the plays.”

The loss to Tumwater was in sharp 
contrast to Archbishop Murphy’s 46-0 
rout of  North Kitsap in a first-round 
state playoff  game Friday, Nov. 15, at 
Everett Memorial Stadium.

The Wildcats generated 434 yards 
of  total offense while limiting North 
Kitsap to 106 yards. Gabalis completed 
10 of  17 passes for 183 yards and threw 
touchdowns of  25 and 12 yards to Joe 
Ennis, who caught four passes for 57 
yards.

Running back Mason Mathis rushed 
for 75 yards on seven carries and 
scored on a 9-yard run. Josiah Santiago 

ran 4 yards for a score and Ryan King 
had a 6-yard TD run. Anthony Vene-
ziani booted a 33-yard field goal.

Archbishop Murphy graduates 11 
seniors, eight of  whom were starters or 
players who saw significant action. A 
year ago, the Wildcats were eliminated 
in a week 10 playoff  game, so Leone’s 
message to his players was to be proud 
of  their accomplishments.

“They had a great season,” he said. 
“The seniors can use this as a lesson 
moving forward. The juniors and other 
players can use it as motivation for 
next year.”

Community Sports

Athlete of the Week
The Archbishop 
Murphy athlete for 
the week for is our 
entire girls swim 
and dive team. 

Our girls team advanced seven 
swimmers to state where our 200 
Medley Relay and all individual 
competitors finished with their best times of the year!

Girls Swim and Dive Team
Swimming
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Shawn O’Donnell’s proudly recognizes Archbishop Murphy Athletes

Serving fine food and good times since 1990

www.shawnodonnells.com

122 128th ST SE | Everett, WA 98208

(425) 338-5700

Even though this was Mia Chang’s 
third appearance at the 4A State 

Girls Swimming and Diving Champi-
onships, she still had a few butterflies 
in her stomach as she prepared to 
compete in the finals of  two individual 
and two relay events.

But the Jackson junior standout was 
feeling a little different compared to 
previous meets.  

“I used to get really nervous to the 
point where my hands, like, I couldn’t 
even control them because I was so 
nervous,” Chang said.

Instead, Chang channeled what she 
was feeling to her benefit.

“I do get nervous, but I guess I use 
that as excitement to fuel my energy,” 
she said. “So I don’t really see it as 
nerves. It’s more like happy butterflies, 
not nervous butterflies.”

Those happy butterflies propelled 
Chang to two individual state titles and 
the distinction of  being named the 4A 
swimmer of  the meet Saturday, Nov. 16, 
at the King County Aquatic Center in 
Federal Way.

“It feels really good to see everything 
all come together,” Chang said. “I was 
really happy with my swims today.”

Chang achieved a personal milestone 
in the 200-yard individual medley 
by finishing first in 1 minute, 59.71 
seconds.

“I was really happy with that, going 
under two minutes,” she said. “I’ve 
been working hard on all my strokes. 
So to see my IM just come together like 
that, it was really good.”

Chang edged Newport’s Samantha 
Baron, who finished second in 1:59.98. 
Chang and Baron were the only two 
swimmers to finish in less than two 
minutes.

Then in her favorite event, the 100 
backstroke, Chang claimed another 
first-place medal, clocking in at 54.54, 
ahead Newport’s Jamie Zimmerman, 
who was second in 56.26.

Based on her times and placement 
in the 200 individual medley and the 
100 backstroke, Chang was named the 
swimmer of  the meet, much to her 
surprise.

Chang was warming down when 
Jackson coach Drew Whorley pulled 
her out of  the pool for the announce-
ment.  

“I honestly wasn’t expecting that at 
all,” Chang said. “It was awesome.”

Chang and teammates Caitlyn 
Anderson, Emily Mun and Heidi Ly 
took second in the 200 freestyle relay 
in 1:36.90. Newport won the event in 
1:36.30. The same four Timberwolves 
closed out the meet with a third-place 
finish in the 400 freestyle. Jackson 

Wolfpack junior is named 
4A swimmer of the meet

Wildcats shut out by T-Birds in state quarterfinals
Archbishop Murphy beats 
North Kitsap in 2A opener

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

 Beacon photos by David Pan
Left, Archbishop Murphy quarterback Victor Gabalis is chased by North Kitsap’s Blake Shipp during a first-round 2A state playoff game Friday, Nov. 
15, at Everett Memorial Stadium. Right, Archbishop Murphy’s Joe Ennis runs with the ball against the Vikings. 

Jackson falls to Eastlake in district thriller 

Jackson’s Ainsley Johanson chases down the 
ball against Eastlake.

Jackson appeared to seize the 
momentum.

Down 2-1, the Timberwolves rallied 
to take the fourth set from Eastlake to 
force a fifth and final set in which the 
winner claimed a berth to the state 
volleyball tournament.

The two teams went back and forth 
before Eastlake used a decisive 5-0 run 
to break a 10-10 tie and pull out a 20-25, 
25-23, 26-24, 19-25, 15-10 victory in a 
winner-to-state/loser-out Wes-King 4A 
District tournament match Saturday, 
Nov. 16, at Glacier Peak High School in 
Snohomish.

Jackson, the Wesco 4A No. 2 seed, 
finished the season 12-5 overall. League 
champion Lake Stevens won the 
district title and placed second at the 
4A state tournament. Three Kingco 
teams – North Creek, Issaquah and 
Eastlake – claimed the three other state 
berths.

Wolfpack coach Mindy Staudinger 
said Eastlake earned the victory. 

“We were really close. I could taste 
state. At the end of  the day, we made 
a couple of  mistakes. They competed 
really well. That last match was even. 
It was an all-out good battle.”

Staudinger added that there were 
some opportunities Jackson didn’t 
take advantage of  earlier in the match, 
citing the third set, which Jackson lost 
26-24.

“Sometimes that’s just the way it 
goes,” she said.

Senior Paige Wilson and junior Erin 
Ingram led the Timberwolves with 
21 kills apiece. Senior Esha Mahal 
recorded 29 digs and sophomore setter 
Ellina Powell had 53 assists.

“Paige Wilson definitely stood out,” 
Staudinger said. “Erin Ingram hit 
really well, especially in the Eastlake 
match.”

Jackson overcame a tough start to the 
regular season that included back-to-
back five-set losses to Glacier Peak and 
Mount Vernon and a 3-0 defeat to Lake 
Stevens. The Timberwolves won eight 
straight to close out the regular season.

“I think we had a really good season,” 
Staudinger said. “We ended up beating 
two teams in the top 10.”

Wilson is headed to Pomona College 
in Claremont, California. Senior libero 
Mahal and senior outside hitter Lexi 
Dollarhide also will be missed.

Jackson returns six juniors, two 
sophomores and a freshman. 

“Filling those shoes is not as easy as 
it seems, even with all our personnel,” 
Staudinger said. “We were heavy on 
defenders this year with a roster of  11.” 

Jackson’s Erin Ingram prepares to smash the 
ball against Eastlake. 

 Beacon photo by David Pan

Timberwolves come up one 
win short of a state berth

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net
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Athlete of the Week
Congratulations to our Jackson 
High School Athlete of the week, 
Jaylen Searles. Jaylen has been 
a member of the varsity basketball 
squad for the last three seasons, 

and was named second team All-Wesco last year. 
Jaylen, who plays multiple positions, averaged nearly 
14 PPG, last year, along with blocks and rebounds that 
helped contribute to the success of the team. Jaylen 
returns this year to another strong team who is hoping 
to return to the state tournament. Out of High School 
season, Jaylen plays for Team Lavine and hopes to 
play in college. Great Job!

Jaylen Searles
Boys Basketball

Proudly Sponsored by

Mill Creek, WA 98012

16030 Bothell Everett HWY #250

www.millcreekkidsdentistry.com
425-338-9773425-338-9773
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Athlete of the Week
Aviry, a senior, started running 
competitively in 8th grade and has 
been a member of the Grizzly Varsity 
XC squad the past four seasons.  She 
finished her high school career by 

finishing in 4th place at the state meet, while leading 
her team to a 6th place finish.  Aviry also runs the 
1600 m and 3200 m for the track team, is a member of 
the National Honor Society and volunteers with her 
church.  She plans to take her 3.99 GPA to Southern 
Utah University where she will continue to compete in 
XC and track while studying either Exercise Science or 
Elementary Education.  Congratulation Aviry!

Aviry Stratton
Girls Cross Country

Dr. Lamba, Dr. Paul and Family

Jackson standout Chang captures two state titles

Even though this was Mia Chang’s 
third appearance at the 4A State 

Girls Swimming and Diving Champi-
onships, she still had a few butterflies 
in her stomach as she prepared to 
compete in the finals of  two individual 
and two relay events.

But the Jackson junior standout was 
feeling a little different compared to 
previous meets.  

“I used to get really nervous to the 
point where my hands, like, I couldn’t 
even control them because I was so 
nervous,” Chang said.

Instead, Chang channeled what she 
was feeling to her benefit.

“I do get nervous, but I guess I use 
that as excitement to fuel my energy,” 
she said. “So I don’t really see it as 
nerves. It’s more like happy butterflies, 
not nervous butterflies.”

Those happy butterflies propelled 
Chang to two individual state titles and 
the distinction of  being named the 4A 
swimmer of  the meet Saturday, Nov. 16, 
at the King County Aquatic Center in 
Federal Way.

“It feels really good to see everything 
all come together,” Chang said. “I was 
really happy with my swims today.”

Chang achieved a personal milestone 
in the 200-yard individual medley 
by finishing first in 1 minute, 59.71 
seconds.

“I was really happy with that, going 
under two minutes,” she said. “I’ve 
been working hard on all my strokes. 
So to see my IM just come together like 
that, it was really good.”

Chang edged Newport’s Samantha 
Baron, who finished second in 1:59.98. 
Chang and Baron were the only two 
swimmers to finish in less than two 
minutes.

Then in her favorite event, the 100 
backstroke, Chang claimed another 
first-place medal, clocking in at 54.54, 
ahead Newport’s Jamie Zimmerman, 
who was second in 56.26.

Based on her times and placement 
in the 200 individual medley and the 
100 backstroke, Chang was named the 
swimmer of  the meet, much to her 
surprise.

Chang was warming down when 
Jackson coach Drew Whorley pulled 
her out of  the pool for the announce-
ment.  

“I honestly wasn’t expecting that at 
all,” Chang said. “It was awesome.”

Chang and teammates Caitlyn 
Anderson, Emily Mun and Heidi Ly 
took second in the 200 freestyle relay 
in 1:36.90. Newport won the event in 
1:36.30. The same four Timberwolves 
closed out the meet with a third-place 
finish in the 400 freestyle. Jackson 

Wolfpack junior is named 
4A swimmer of the meet

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

 Beacon photos by David Pan
Jackson’s Mia Chang swims the breaststroke leg in the 200 individual medley finals at the 4A State Swimming Championships Saturday, Nov. 16, at 
the King County Aquatic Center in Federal Way. Chang finished first in the event. 

Jackson’s Mia Chang placed first in the 100 backstroke finals, winning her second individual state 
title. 

Jackson’s Mia Chang accepts a first-place 
medal for the 200 individual medley. 

finished in 3:33.49, more than two 
seconds faster than the preliminary 
time. Jackson placed fifth overall in the 
team standings.

Leading up to the state meet, Whorley 
and Chang talked about what she was 
capable of  accomplishing. The Jackson 
coach was proud that Chang lived up to 
her potential on the biggest stage.

“Nothing really rattles her,” Whorley 
said. “She doesn’t get too high, too low. 
She’s always got a smile on her face. 
So to see her respond and perform the 
way she did when the lights are the 
brightest today is pretty much exactly 

what you expect from her.”
A year ago, Whorley remembers that 

Chang seemed a little in awe of  all of  
the great swimmers at state.

“I felt like maybe she wasn’t seeing 
herself  as the person that was capable 
of  doing those great things,” Whorley 
said.

A year later, Whorley had no doubt 
Chang was dialed into the possibilities 
from the start. Chang believed she 
was completely capable of  achieving 
anything she wanted, Whorley said, 
and she did.

The longtime Wolfpack coach also 

noted that sometimes swimmers get 
rattled at the state championships. But 
Chang successfully handled all the 
pressure.

“The moment is never too big for 
her,” Whorley said. “She really kind of  
thrives. When the pressure is intense 
for others, she just seems to respond 
really well to the environment. She’s 
just real even-keeled.

“She believes in herself. That’s prob-
ably the most important thing. I don’t 
know what her ceiling is, but I’m going 
to have fun following her career trying 
to find out.”
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PLACE AN AD
Call, Fax or E-Mail

425-347-5634
fax: 425-347-6077

classifieds@yourbeacon.net

DEADLINES
New Ads: Friday at 4 p.m.,

earlier deadlines during  holidays

Classified Dept. Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 1 - 5 p.m.

RATES
All Classifieds

$10 / 15 words 

(30¢ ea. add. word)

ADD GRAPHICS
TO YOUR AD 

         $5 / WEEK
For full color 

graphics

Classifieds

This newspaper participates in a statewide classified ad program sponsored by the Washington Newspaper Publishers Association, a statewide association of weekly newspapers. The program allows classified advertisers to submit ads for pub-
lication in participating weeklies throughout the state in compliance with the following rules. You may submit an ad for the statewide program through this newspaper or in person to the WNPA office. The rate is $195 for up to 25 words, plus $8 
per word over 25 words. WNPA reserves the right to edit all ad copy submitted and to refuse to accept any ad submitted for the statewide program. Individual newspapers retain discretion to refuse to run any particular ad accepted by WNPA for 
the statewide program. WNPA, therefore, does not guarantee that every ad will be run in every newspaper. WNPA will, on request, for a fee of $25, provide information on which newspapers run a particular ad within a 30 day period. Substantive 
typographical errors (wrong address, telephone number, name or price) will result in a "make good", in which a corrected ad will be run the following week. WNPA incurs no other liability for errors in publication.

G & B Painting & Cleaning LLC.  
Residential & commercial.Interior 
& exterior.  Mill work, drywall 
repair, texture.  Pressure wash-
ing, restoration & staining decks 
and fences.  Wallpaper removal.  
10% senior discount.  425-377-4018 
and 425-322-9333.  GBPNTBP874BS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOLUTIONS

Al-anon and Alateen is a support 
group for friends and families 
of  alcoholics. For a list of  local 
meetings fo to www.dist23.org or 
call 425-348-7828.

PAINTING

CIRCULATION

INSTRUCTION

Retro Carver stereo receiver 
with a pair of  silver Amazing 
branded speakers. Good 
condition. Asking $600. Call for 
details 206-364-4983.

ELECTRONICS

MERCHANDISE

Let the professionals at Mukilteo 
Lights brighten up your holiday! 
We offer top quality LED lights, 
installation, removal, timers and 
competitive pricing. Book now at 
425-493-8753 or mukilteolights@
gmail.com.  landescapenw.com

SERVICES

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
New Look, Easier Navigation, Mobile Friendly

millcreekbeacon.com

GREAT OPPORTUNITY for Stay-at-home 
MOMS, DADS OR RETIREES

Beacon Publishing has a Part-time opening for an adult with 
dependable vehicle and the ability to lift bundles of  newspapers 

needed to deliver the Mukilteo Beacon every Wed. beginning no later 
than 9 a.m. to news racks, businesses and other locations.

 Approximately 7 hours per week.  Proof  of  insurance, cell phone & 
email required. You would remove and recycle any past issues.  The 

availability to fill in occasionally for another delivery person on 
Wed., Thurs. or Fri. is a plus. Hourly plus mileage.

   
For more information, please call Jenn at 425-347-5634 

or email gm@yourbeacon.net

Generator. 5000 watts, on wheels, 
very good condition. $150. call 
(425)760-5102.

EQUIPMENT

SERVICES
SEASONAL

R & A CLEANING SERVICES  
House and office cleaning!  Local 
Company, customized service, 
reliable!  Also offering move-out/
move-in cleanings! Please contact: 
roseagcleaning@gmail.com, 
425-343-8798.

CLEANING

Journey School’s Winter Bazaar 
Dec. 7th, 10am – 4pm, Dec. 8th, 
10am – 2pm *Local Vendors *2nd 
Hand Sale

YARD SALE

Across
1. Sunday event
5. Switch out
9. Grouch
14. Stare at
15. Travertine for one
16. Massey of old 

movies
17. Consistent with fact 

or reality
18. Emollient
19. Maniacs
20. String/wind medley
23. Catullus composition
24. “Star Trek: Voyager” 

character
25. They’re underage
29. Chow ___
31. Quarter of M
34. Languid
35. ___ one’s keep
36. Irene of ‘’Fame’’ fame
37. String/wind medley

40. Do-it-yourselfers’ 
purchases

41. They are found in 
wallets

42. Piano exercise
43. Sow’s hangout
44. Catalog card abbr.
45. News paper guy
46. Stink
47. ___ manner of 

speaking
48. String/wind medley
57. Allow
58. PBS fix-it guy Bob
59. Gusto
60. Parisian river
61. ___ government: the 

ideal of FOI
62. “___ Excited” 

(Pointer Sisters hit)
63. Bore
64. Imperfection
65. Cast forth in anger

Down
1. Sweater eater
2. Indian tourist site
3. Aspersion
4. Creep into
5. Place for spectators
6. Irish poet Oscar
7. More than some
8. Lord or baron
9. Rig owners
10. Messy people
11. Disney film, 2017
12. Shortly
13. Wipe out
21. Heart line
22. Giving the go-ahead
25. Exploits
26. Alaska native
27. Henrietta, familiarly
28. Tram loads
29. ‘’The Pirates of 

Penzance’’ heroine

30. Precambrian and 
Paleozoic

31. Pompey’s head
32. Words to live by
33. Level or surgery
35. 1999-2000 “Dame” 

on Broadway
36. Big bank
38. “___ my watch!”
39. Step on it
44. Blue penciled
45. ___ terrible
46. Dress type
47. Lazybones
48. Like the Great Plains
49. Prefix with -gram
50. Bypass
51. State openly
52. Malay palm
53. Commando weapons
54. Vacationer’s fill-in
55. Alleviate
56. Not rapid
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Wolfpack surprises with 
fifth-place finish at state

Junior standout Mia Chang wasn’t 
the only Jackson swimmer to make 

a splash at the 4A State Swimming and 
Diving Championships. 

Chang, who won two individual state 
titles in the 200-yard individual medley 
and 100 backstroke (see related story 
on page 9), had plenty of  company in 
the pool as five other Timberwolves 
advanced to either the finals or conso-
lation finals. 

Jackson placed fifth overall in the 
team standings Saturday, Nov. 16, at the 
King County Aquatic Center in Federal 
Way. The Wolfpack took ninth in 2018.

“It was a total team effort,” Jackson 
coach Drew Whorley said. “That’s 
probably the most rewarding thing.”

Senior Heidi Ly finished sixth in 
the 200 individual medley and the 100 
backstroke, and senior Emily Mun 
placed 10th in the 50 freestyle and was 
13th in the 100 freestyle. Senior Jenna 
Kim took 16th in the 100 backstroke. 

In addition, two Wolfpack divers 

made history as they both scored 
points, a first for the Jackson’s pro-
gram. Freshman Lauren Wierschke 
took eighth place and sophomore Leah 
Wierschke finished ninth. 

“Two divers scoring in the top 10 is a 
first for us,” Whorley said. 

Glacier Peak’s Ryzeke Lagdaan 
capped her senior year with a fourth-
place finish in diving. Sophomore Macy 
Fidler took 11th in the 100 butterfly.  

The Grizzlies’ Kiah Lines, Isabella 
Hoopes, Fidler and Emily Hoopes 
finished 16th in the 200 medley relay. 

by DAVID PAN
reporter@yourbeacon.net

 Beacon photo by David Pan

Glacier Peak’s Macy Fidler finished  11th in the 
100-yard butterfly at the 4A State Swimming 
Championships.

POLICEBEAT
Nov. 8

Smashed mailbox
A driver hit a mailbox at 14200 block of 41st Avenue Southeast. 

Officers arrested the driver and booked him into the Snohomish 
County Jail. 

Main Street theft
Two transient people in their 20s were arrested on multiple 

warrants after officers investigated an in-progress theft near 
15500 block of Main Street. 

Nov. 9
More Main Street theft

A 45-year-old transient person was arrested near the 15600 
block of Main Street after officers responded to an in-progress 
theft. 

Stolen shades
An unknown person stole sunglasses from a parked vehicle at 

the 2400 block of 136th Street Southeast

Nov. 10
Shoplifting

Police responded to a shoplift in the 15600 block of Main 
Street.

Nov. 11
Burglary 

An unknown man entered a residence and took several items 
in the 1800 block of 148th Street Southeast. The investigation is 
ongoing. 

Nov. 12
Stolen plates

A man reported his license plates were stolen overnight in the 

2000 block of Village Green Drive. 

Grand theft auto
Police are investigating a case of a stolen vehicle from the 

13500 block of North Creek Drive. 

Nov. 13
Burglary

Police are investigating a burglary that occurred in the 3100 
block of 144th Street Southeast.

Vehicle prowls
There were three reports of vehicle prowls in one day, including 

a call where a woman chased a man whom she had found inside 
her unlocked car. 

Nov. 14 
Grand theft auto

A Mill Creek man said his vehicle had been stolen from the 
13500 block of North Creek Drive. 

More vehicle prowls
Three people reported vehicle prowls on the same day, including 

one in the 15000 block of Main Street.  

Nov. 15
Grand theft auto

Another vehicle was stolen from the 13500 block of North Creek 
Drive. 

*Remember to lock your car and take valuables 
with you, or put them in the trunk. This is especially 
important during this time of year as thieves are 
likely banking on the fact that people have more 
valuables in their car from holiday shopping.

Steve Bertrand first got serious about 
poetry at the University 

of  Washington in 1978. He 
started with slam poetry 
competitions and small 
contests nationally and 
internationally.

Now, he has published 
over 27 books. His latest po-
etry book is filled with a wide 
array of  poems from 1978 to 
2019. When the book totaled 
over 1,000 pages, he decided to 
split it in half. 

“I don’t even want to look 
at 1,000 pages,” Bertrand said. 
“I tried to cut it right down the 
middle.”

The first 450 pages went to a 
book titled “Paleolithica,” he said. 
It was published April 13. Nearly eight 
months later, he released the second 550 
pages in a book called “Living Amongst 
the Sasquatch.”

He said a number of  poetic forms are 
presented, from haiku to long-style. Each 
of  his books takes on various poetic 
styles. 

“I used the vitamin process to write a 
poem a day,” he said. “Eventually, they 
started adding up.”

Bertrand said he enjoys writing about 

Local teacher publishes  
two poetry books in one year

BOOKCLUBCORNER
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Place a Display Ad in our 

“At Your Service” 

Directory 

for only $30.00/ wk.     
Call 425-347-5634

Deadline is Wednesday at 4 pm
Minimum 8 weeks

A BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
CONSUMER DIRECTORYAt Your ServiceAt Your Service

Cleaning Painting Tree Service
CLEAN & SIMPLE

C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E

* All equipment & supplies 
 provided
* Licensed & insured
* References provided
* Affordable

(425) 673-4733
www.cleanandsimplecleaning.com

Call StacieCall Stacie

CLEAN & SIMPLE

Notice to Readers: The Beacon publishes service advertisements from licensed and non-licensed businesses and individuals. You are encouraged, for you protection, to ask to see their business license before hiring. Washington State Construction Contractor Law, RCW 18.27, requires that all advertisement for construction 
related services include the contractors current Department of Labor and Industries (LNI) contractor registration number as well as the registration name of the firm as registered with LNI contractor registration section. Failure to obtain a certificate of registration from LNI or show the contractor registration number in all 
advertising may result in a fine or penalty.  For more information, call LNI Specialty Compliance Services division at 800-647-0982 or check the LNI website at www.lni.wa.gov.

LUMBERJACKS TREE SERVICE

Les Edwards | 425-345-8733

Certifi ed Arborist Available

www.lumberjackstreeservicenw.com
Licensed | Bonded | Insured

Storm Work
Emergency Service
Pruning & Removals

Stump Grinding

(425) 398-9081
www.mollymaid.com

“A Clean You Can Trust”

Kevin J Holst Painting LLC
Painting, wallpaper removal

Dry wall repairs, and power washing
For free estimate contact

515 203 6296
Over 20 Years Experience

Excellent References

Lic. #KEVINJH801DF UBD 604402159

Sudoku solution on page 5

Stepping Out

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

 You are not alone–
 Help is available for you
 or someone you know.
   Services are free
   and confidential.
   425-25-ABUSE
   24-hour Hotline

COLLECT CALLS ACCEPTED

Can Happen  
to ANYONE

incident command post. 
When requested, the 
MIDU travels across 
the state in support of  
law enforcement efforts 
during DUI emphasis 
patrols.

Patrols will be looking 
for drivers impaired by 
alcohol, legal marijuana or other illegal 
drugs. Target Zero is the Washington 

State Traffic Safety Commission’s 
plan for zero traffic related deaths 

and serious injuries by 
2030. More information 
can be found on our 
regional website www.
S n o C o T a r g e t Z e r o .
org and www.targetzero.
com.

Patrol updates will be 
posted on the Snohomish 

County Target Zero Twitter account @
SnoCoTargetZero.

u from TARGET ZERO page 5

Steve Bertrand first got serious about 
poetry at the University 

of  Washington in 1978. He 
started with slam poetry 
competitions and small 
contests nationally and 
internationally.

Now, he has published 
over 27 books. His latest po-
etry book is filled with a wide 
array of  poems from 1978 to 
2019. When the book totaled 
over 1,000 pages, he decided to 
split it in half. 

“I don’t even want to look 
at 1,000 pages,” Bertrand said. 
“I tried to cut it right down the 
middle.”

The first 450 pages went to a 
book titled “Paleolithica,” he said. 
It was published April 13. Nearly eight 
months later, he released the second 550 
pages in a book called “Living Amongst 
the Sasquatch.”

He said a number of  poetic forms are 
presented, from haiku to long-style. Each 
of  his books takes on various poetic 
styles. 

“I used the vitamin process to write a 
poem a day,” he said. “Eventually, they 
started adding up.”

Bertrand said he enjoys writing about 

the environment and global warming. 
A lot of  his poems focus on the natural 
world and dealing with endangered spe-

cies. 
The writer is also an avid 

runner. He said many of  his 
poems relate to things he sees 
on long runs. The book focus-
es on human and physical 
nature, especially related to 
the Pacific Northwest and 
Snohomish County.

“The two books fit aes-
thetically,” he said. “There 
is a little something for 
everyone.”

Bertrand is also a pho-
tojournalist, although 
he spends the most time 
centered around sports. 
He also hosts history 

talks and panels. The award-
winning poet, historian, and photogra-
pher said he enjoys being engaged with 
the community.

In his free time, Bertrand said he can sit 
down and write anywhere that grabs his 
attention, even in coffee shops and bars. 

“It fits my lifestyle to work in areas of  
passion,” he said. Bertrand has taught 
English at his alma mater, Cascade High 
School, for about 40 years. He also coaches 
distance running at the school.

His two latest poetry books can be found 
on Amazon.com.

Local teacher publishes  
two poetry books in one year

by MADELINE COATS
mukilteoeditor@yourbeacon.net

Living amongst the Sasquatch isn’t 
really so bad.

They keep pretty much to themselves, 
dwell mostly in remote forests of  the 

Pacific Northwest,
or intricate lava cave systems 

throughout the Cascade Mountains.
They prefer their solitude; but, a few 

have been spotted
on the outskirts of  town & cities.
They’ve adapted well to our climate & 

habitat.
Their fur, footprints & scat have been 

discovered
throughout the wilderness. They are 

described as large, hairy,
hulking, brute-like creatures; barrell-

chested, up-right walking, 
putrid-smelling, ape-men. Thus, their 

charm.
Local Native tribes refer to them as 

“Wendigo,”
or “hairy, forest spirit,” extremely 

sky, keep mostly to themselves,
sleep in the forest, or live atop 

mountain peaks.
Native children are warned against 

saying their name,
least the monsters hear, & come to 

carry them away.
However, they aren’t known to eat 

humans.

For the most part, they are omnivores 
feeding on leaves,

berries, roots, fruit, fish, clams & 
plans.

They prey on deer, elk, bear & 
roadkill.

They drink water from creeks, 
streams, rivers, ponds, lakes

& mountain springs.
They’ve been known to pitch a 

farmer’s cattle, steal salmon
from a fisherman’s nets, rob eggs 

from bird nests,
& gather corn or apples from ripened 

crops.
Every one in a while, their haunting 

cry echoes
across spring fields, summer mead-

ows, autumn harvests,
or winter mountains.

‘Living Amongst the Sasquatch’
by Steve Bertrand

see BERTRAND POEM page 12  u

The Mill Creek Library is a great 
source for information and many 

other resources and they sponsor three 
book groups. Jennifer Keirans is the 
Book Group Administrator for the Mill 

Creek Li-
brary and 
facilitates 
the book 
discus-
sions, 
schedules 
meetings 

and orders “book kits” containing 
10 copies of  the monthly selection. 
Any book club can request a book kit 
through the Sno-Isle Library System’s 
website at sno-isle.org. 

One of  the groups, the Fiction Book 
Group meets the third Thursday of  the 

month (except December this year due 
to Christmas) at 6:45 p.m.  When asked 
at their November 21 meeting how 
long they’ve been together, no one was 
quite sure … maybe 15 years or more.  
They all agreed that there are typically 
8 or 9 people who attend; however, 
this particular evening there were 12.  
They meet year-round including in the 
summer.  Anyone is welcome to join 
the group.

Occasionally, the group attends 
book readings or, less frequently, a 
movie that was made from one of  their 
selected books.  Some members meet 
for dinner at a local restaurant before 
the meeting.  

When asked what keeps them coming, 

BOOKCLUBCORNER

BOOK CLUB 
CORNER

BY MARGE RHODES
marjorierhodes4@gmail.com

Introducing Mill Creek  
Library’s ‘Fiction Book Group’

see RHODES page 12  u
 Photo courtesy of Marge Rhodes

Mill Creek’s book club, “Fiction Book Group,” meets the third Thursday of every month.
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study to explore options for a Public 
Works shop, including city-owned 
properties, but has since identified a 
property owned by the Silver Lake Wa-
ter District on 132nd Street Southeast. 
The budget now reflects the purchase 
and improvements, and the project is 
estimated to cost $2.1 million. Part of  
the amount reflects the money the city 
already spent for an outside contractor 
to evaluate the possibility for the shop 
to be housed in a city-owned facility on 
North Creek Drive. 

Budget updates
The City budgeted just over $400,000 

for upgrades to the Heron Park play-
ground, but it received a grant from 
Snohomish County to cover $155,000. 
The budgeted amount will stay the 
same, but the amount covered by Mill 
Creek funds will be lower. 

The City also won grant money from 
the state to fund improvements to Mill 
Creek Boulevard. The project focuses 
on pavement work, surface water in-
frastructure, and roadway reconfigu-
ration to accommodate the bus lines. 
The project was budgeted to cost the 
City $300,000 but was covered by a state 
grant of  the same amount that the City 

u from CAPITAL UPDATES page 1

Mill Creek Sports Park has a 64,000 square foot lighted field turf play called Freedom Field that also 
received some upgrades in the CIP. 

 Photos courtesy of City of Mill Creek

The City Council is considering a $2 million 
purchase to expand the Mill Creek Sports Park 
or add an additional park space to the city.

won in March. 
The City increased the Surface Water 

Fund in part to cover a $300,000 to the 
assessment of  the small water pipes, 
but it will be covered by existing funds. 
The work will begin in 2020. “Eighty-
six percent of  the pipes haven’t been 
done and all I have at this time is an 
estimate,” Public Works Director Gina 
Hotillosa said. 

Cancelled projects
The City canceled a project that would 

have installed a crosswalk beacon on 
132nd Street Southeast in the middle 

of  the block. The City also canceled 
a repaving project on 35th Avenue 
Southeast because it was paved less 

than five years ago. Both decisions had 
been made previously, but the CIP was 
amended to reflect those realities. 

meet all of  the city’s needs. However, he 
still supported the chief  of  staff  position. 

“We have a bad track record with city 
managers – they don’t last. Issues hap-
pen, and that’s got to stop,” he said. “If  
you say ‘I need this chief  of  staff  and I 
need this admin in order to do the job 
and do it right,’ and we can afford it, I 
support that.” 

Other councilmembers disagreed, 
saying the job title for the communica-
tions staff  person should be left to the 
city manager’s discretion. 

Councilmember Cavaleri was the sole 
vote against the property tax increase. 
“Personally, I think we [will] fund these 
positions no problem with a zero per-
cent increase on the taxes,” Cavaleri 
said. 

The tax increase will generate $62,897 
in additional revenue, according to City 
estimates.

The total property tax levy contrib-
utes $6.4 million in revenue, but less 
than 20% of  property taxes go to the 
city. Nearly half  of  Mill Creek’s prop-
erty taxes went to the Everett School 
District, according to City data from 
the 2019-2020 budget. The state received 
the second-largest share with 24% and 
of  Mill Creek received 18%.  

The City Council also voted to in-
crease the EMS tax levy by 1% and 
estimates it will generate an additional 
$17,093 for the City. The vote was unani-
mous. The total EMS levy, including the 
1% increase, is $1.75 million. Currently, 
the combined property and EMS levies 
total $8.2 million and contribute 56 per-
cent of  the City’s general fund.

u from TAXES AND LEVIES page 1

The romantics organize their wilder-
ness expeditions,

compile research, & hold their an-
nual conferences.

They speak reverently of  Bigfood, 
Skoocoom, Ts’emekwe

& Gigantopithecus.
Their search for the elusive creature 

runs the length of  history.
Still, it hasn’t stopped them from 

promoting Sasquatch,
the “Undefeated Hide-&-Seek Cham-

pion” of  the world,
with their t-shirts, books, bumber-

stickers, jewelry, posters & key chains.
Yes, I suppose, man & Sasquatch will 

continue to get along just fine;
so long as they remain a myth.

the members were unanimous in saying 
that it is the people they meet and the dis-
cussions they have that lead to learning 
the opinions of  other people.  The books 
are important, of  course, but the interac-
tion among the members seems to have 
the highest value.

The book selections for the year are 
made by Jennifer Keirans, who provides 
the list to the members a year in advance.  
She orders the book kits from Sno-Isle 
for each month’s selection and leads the 
group’s discussions of  the selected book.  
In November, the selected book was “Exit 
West”, by Moshin Hamid.

There are many book clubs in Mill 
Creek, all of  which have a different back 
story. The Beacon will showcase one of  
these book clubs each month. If  you are in 
a book club or know of  one that would like 
to be included in our “Book Club Corner,” 
please contact Marge Rhodes at marjorier-
hodes4@gmail.com.

u from BERTRAND POEM page 11
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He said he does see some challenges 
with the senior center in its current lo-
cation, like transportation and parking. 
Many seniors either don’t have a car or 
don’t drive, and the senior center’s new 
location isn’t easily accessible by public 
transportation. 

However, Cho said that there would be 
some additional parking when the build-
ing next door, the mixed-use housing and 
business development called The Farm, is 
finished. Shuttles from Town Center can 
also help in the short-term, he said. Some 
long-term options he has been thinking 
about may include moving locations. 

For now, Cho is focused on learning 
his new role and creating a place where 
seniors can feel welcomed. 

“I want to make a presence [and] make 
our own voice, together.”

u from JAY CHO page 2

In Washington state, schools are funded 
by federal, state and local tax dollars. A 
bond raises money for capital improve-
ments like property acquisitions and 
construction and levies are used to pay 
for programs and services. 

Snohomish School District
The Snohomish School District is ask-

ing for $470 million to rebuild six elemen-
tary schools at Cascade View, Cathcart, 
Dutch Hill, Seattle Hill, Emerson, and 
Totem Falls elementary schools. Each 
school rebuild project cost estimates 
range from $68 - $72 million. Most of  the 
schools were built in the 1960s and 1980s. 

AIM High School would be renovated 
and Glacier Peak High School would get 
a new classroom.

The bond would cost homeowners $0.68 
per $1,000 of  assessed property home 
value, or about $350 a year on a $460,000 

property. The bond would begin in 2021 
and be complete in 2041.

Everett Public Schools
The total amount of  the bond would 

$317 million. 
The district wants to add 33 classrooms 

to elementary schools throughout the 
district. Schools include View Ride, 
Woodside, Mill Creek, Monroe, Jeffersen, 
Emerson, Cedarwood and Silver Firs 
elementary schools. Even though the 
District just built Tambark Creek El-
ementary in the fall of  2019, it estimates 
that it will need at least 90 portables in 
addition to the 33 classrooms to account 
for growth in the district. 

Three elementary schools would be 
completely replaced due to the age of  the 
schools; Lowell, Jackson and Madison 
Elementary schools were all built in the 
late 1940s to early 1950s. 

High School, which has seen more Mill 
Creek students after district lines were 
redrawn in the past year, would receive 
upgrades to accommodate its aerospace 
manufacturing program. Six classrooms 
at Jackson High School would also be 
upgraded for its science programs and 
for its IT & Communication Technology 
Pathway. A new high school is not on the 
bond

According to the school district, a por-
tion of  property taxes collected for the 
Everett Public Schools is expected to 
drop slightly from $4.87 value for 2019 to 
$4.79 per $1,000 assessed property value 
for 2020. For a $400,000 house, the annual 
tax bill would drop by $32.  But, “if  the 
$400,000 house increases in value by 5% 
to $420,000, the annual tax bill would in-
crease by $64 or about $5.30 per month,” 
according to the school district.

School District bonds on 2020 ballot


